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New DUTTON Books 


for boys and girls 


THE HOLE IN THE TREE 

Story and drawings 

by Jean George 

Children will share the excitement of per- 
sonal discovery with Scot and Paula who 
find the hole in the apple tree and ob 
serve, as many wild creatures in turn o¢ 
cupy it. Reinforced cloth, 4-7 $2.50 


A BELL FOR RINGELBLUME 
Story and drawings 
by Rosalie K. Fry 


A modern story of an eight-year-old girl's 
happy vacation with a ‘Tirolian family 
and how she helps them save their calf, 
Ringelblume. Cloth. 6-9 $2.50 


THE WONDROUS EGG OF ABOU 
Story and pictures by Robin King 


A delightful story about a little boy 
named Abou and his best friend, Assam 
the-Tall, a most obstreperous ostrich. Re 
inforced cloth. 4-7 $2.50 


New editions in Dutton’s Children’s 
Illustrated Classics 

All cloth bound, with many 
illustrations in color and black 
and white. 


AT THE BACK OF THE 
NORTH WIND 
By George MacDonald, illus. by 


E. H. Shepard 
10-13 


LITTLE MEN 
By Louisa M. Alcott, illus. by 


Harry Toothill 
8-13 


THE WATER BABIES 
By Charles Kingsley, illus. by 


Rosalie K. Fry 
8-12 


$3.25 


$2.50 


THE MUSEUM MYSTERY 
By Wanda J. Campbell 


An unusual mystery about a summer in 
the Texas panhandle where Lance's father 
works at the college museum—and where 
a prowler leads to hidden treasure. Illus. 
by Charles Geer, Cloth. 11-14 $2.75 
CHRISTOPHER JARRETT OF 

NEW PLYMOUTH 

By Winona Strachan 

Adventures of a London street urchin in 
the first days of the New Plymouth colony 
and his daily life in Governor Bradford’s 
household. Illus. by Paula Hutchison, 
Cloth. 13 and up $3.00 
SECRET FOR A STAR 

By Marguerite Vance 

A welcome, long needed story. With clar- 
ity and insight the author has created a 
sympathetic portrait of a plucky over- 
weight teenager who overcomes her per- 
sonal problems and realizes her ambition 
of becoming an actress. Illus. by Hans 
Helweg. Cloth, 13-17 $2.75 
THE PRECIOUS DAYS 

By Janet Lambert 

A captivating romance of a lonely 16-year- 
old girl and her brilliant, eccentric family 
and their life aboard a Chinese junk. 
Cloth. 13-16 $2.75 
VIRGINIA GIANT: 

The Story of Peter Francisco 

By Alma Power-Waters 

Here is a colorful, battle-filled true story 
of a fabulous 7-foot Virginian and the ex- 
citing part he played in the American 
Revolution. Illus. by Lorence Bjorklund. 
Cloth. 13-17 $3.00 
New printing! 

JAMESTOWN ADVENTURE 

By Olga Hall-Quest 

13-16 


E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY 
Established 1852 
New York 10 
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FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
A Selection from Spring, 1957 


ALIDA MALKUS 


Young Inca Prince 


Illustrated in line by William Moyers. 
The enthralling, fact-based story of a 
youth of the great Inca empire in the fifteenth century. 
Ages 12 up. $3.00 


JOHN LEWELLEN 
The Earth Satellite 
MAN’S FIRST TRUE SPACE ADVENTURE 


Illustrated in line by Ida Scheib. A simple, accurate explanation 
of the first man-made satellite and its purpose. 
Ages 7-10. Reinforced binding only, $2.25 


ROBERT WELLS 
Adventure to Home 


Illustrated in line by Mary Stevens. An exciting story of a boy 
from the Pennsylvania Dutch country, in the 1820's. 
Ages 8-12. $2.50 


NWINA BROWN BAKER 
Juan Ponce de Leon 


Illustrated in line by Robert Doremus. A warm, human biography 
of the great Spanish explorer. Ages 8-12. $2.50 


EMMA L. BROCIK 
Come On-Along, Fish! 


Illustrated in color by the author. A charming picture book about 
three Cornish fishermen. Ages 5-8. Trade, $2.25 
Reinforced binding, $2.75 


Send for Free ALFRED A. KNOPF, Publisher 
Bookmarks and Catalog 501 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


JAAKCESIAAKCESIAAKCEZIAAKCESD 





i ORM 
Pt, 


SPRING 1957 


“Whittlesey House 


THE HAPPY LION ROARS 
By Louise Fario. Pictures in color by Roger Du- 
voisin. In his latest adventure the famous, but 
lonely, Happy Lion is befriended by the most Beau- 


. tiful Lioness in the world. Ages 4-8. 8x10, 32 pages. 


March. $2.00, regular cloth edition. 


$2.50, special library edition. aff 
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WHAT COULD YOU SEE? 


Adventures in Looking 
Written and illustrated in color by Jeanne Benpicx. 
A fascinating springboard to information on plants, 
animals, rocks, rivers, hills, sky, and weather signs. 
Ages 5-9. 7¥% x 9%, 32 pages. February. $2.00, reg- 
ular cloth edition. $2.50, special library edition. 


THE INDIANS KNEW 
By Tiute S. Pine. Pictures in color by 
Ezra Jack Keats. Simple experiments show 
~~~ youngsters that the basic concepts of 
~ many of today’s scientific wonders were 
= no secret to the American Indians of 
ee, Jong ago. Ages 5-9. 7¥% x 9%, 32 pages. 
’ March. $2.00, regular cloth edition. 
$2.50, special library edition. 


7/;/ THE MAGIC STONES 
“* The Story of the Arch 


Written and illustrated in color by ALain.. How men 
discovered the secret of putting stones together and 
raising beautiful buildings. By the author-artist of 
The Elephant and the Flea. Ages 7-11. 7% x 9%, 
32 pages. February. $2.50, regular cloth edition. 
$3.00, special library edition. 


CALL OF THE WHITE FOX 
By Witus Linpguist. Illustrated by 
P. A. Hutchison. An action-packed tale 7 
of Mark and his Eskimo friends; of dogs, ‘3 
of foxes, snowshoe rabbits, caribou, and »4)\ 


5% x 8, 192 pages. March. $2.75. 


UNDERSTANDING MAPS > 
Charting the Land, Sea and Sky 


By B. Tannensaum and M. Stittman, Illustrated 
by Rus Anderson. Fascinating information about all 
kinds of maps with many illustrations and experi- 


ments. Ages 10 and up. 5% x 8, 160 pages. April. 


pe./ 29. 
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A SONG FOR GAR 
By Jean Merritt. Pictures in color by 
Ronni Solbert. Here’s how Absalom, 
who couldn't even carry a tune, helped 
his big brother win the song-swapping 
contest. Ages 6-10. 7V¥s x 97%, 32 pages, 
| February. $2.25, regular cloth edition 
$2.75, special library edition. 


WHERE THE TRAIL DIVIDES 
By Lorna Catxanan. Illustrated by Paul Galdone. 
An unusual novel of a courageous young French gif 
in a northwest wagon train. Ages 12-16. 5% x 8, 
192 pages. March. $3.00. 


HOKAHEY! 


American Indians Then and Now 
By Epirn Dortan and W. N. Witson. Illustrated 
by W. N. Wilson. A treasure-book of information 
about the Indians, their customs, arts, languages 
and origins. Ages 10 and up. 6% x 9%, 96 pages 
April. $2.75. 


KERRY KANGAROO 
By Nota Luxrorp. Pictures in color by 
Oscar Fabres. A delightful story about 
some endearing Australians, including an 
athletic kangaroo, a platypus, a wombat, 
a wallaby, and a Kookaburra bird. Ages 
4-8. 7% x 9%, 32 pages. March. $2.00, 
regular cloth edition. $2.50, special li- 
brary edition. y 


THE MAN WHO WAS CHOSEN 
The Story of Pope Pius Xil 


By Euise Lavette. The first young people's big 
raphy ‘of the present Pope, filled with anecd 
about his family, his school days, and his life int 
Vatican City. 9 pages of photographs. Ages 10 
up. 5% x 8, 160 pages. March. $2.75. 


MR. TEACH GOES TO WAR 
By Franx Cooper. There’s high adventure wh 


‘ a young schoolmaster sets out to help a myster 
» Indian boy during the days of the War of 18) 
Teen ages. 5% x 8, 192 pages. March: $3.00. 


i All books are clothbound. Publication dates # 
, prices are tentative. Write for free catalog. 


WHITTLESEY HOUSE 


A Division of McGraw-Hill Book Company., N.! 





HE’S REACHING FOR MORE 
THAN HE KNOWS! 
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‘hrough The Book of Knowledge Discover the modern Book of Knowledge! 


i 20 volumes—7700 pages—of enrichment 
e will enter the wonderful material for classroom and library - 
, : Quick fact-finding cross-index plus 
vorld of reading ae aes and live concise fact entries - 12,347 illustrations 
’ (2078 in color): big, dramatic bleed 
Nit the rest of his life. photographs, drawings, modern 
; charts and 170 maps. 


HE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE* 


The Children’s Encyclopedia 
A publication of THE GROLIER SOCIETY INC.® 2 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 








LETTER 


Working at the IYL 


Po tHe Eprror: 


Imagine my delight with the December 
issue of TON upon my return to Kansas 
from my work this fall at the Interna- 
tional Youth Library in Munich, Ger- 
many. 

Working at the IYL with Mrs, Jella 
Lepman was indeed a rare opportunity. 
lo be for a time a part of this unique 
library with its collection of children’s 
books from 40 countries and its interna 
tional staff, to handle children’s books 
from many countries, knowing, as Mrs. 
Lepman said in the December issue, that 
“the national, cultural, religious and social 
background of a nation may be mirrored 
in its children’s books,” to learn to evalu- 
ate books and materials from the inter- 
national point of view—all this was en 
riching experience to be found nowhere 
Marion Horton has described the 
IY. and its many activities in her ex- 
cellent article, “Citizens of Tomorrow,” in 
the ALA Bulletin for March, 1955. 

In Amsterdam one morning I visited 
Miss Daane’s library and the same after- 
noon spent an hour in the branch chil 
dren's library in the Amstel where I saw 
some of the preparations for the book 
week program which featured American 
Indians and about which Miss Daane 
wrote in the December TON. Another 
afternoon in Holland I had a delightful 
hour at the busy, attractive children’s li- 
brary in the city of Haarlem. While visit- 
ing many libraries in Munich and envi- 
rons I was impressed with the number of 
new children’s libraries. I saw several with 
the portable stacks shown in the photo 
graph of the Bremen library on page 23 
of the December TON. The ideas of free 
library service and open shelves are be 
coming realities through the work and 
encouragement of the [YL and the USIS 
(Amerika Haus). One of the problems in 
Germany and Holland, as told to me, is 
to find trained personnel to help the chil- 
dren and youth after the libraries are 
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else. 


opened. In this area we are looked to and 
our help is needed, 

Inez Kinc Cox, Assistant Protessor of 
Library Science, Kansas State ‘Teachers 
College, Emporia, Kansas, 


AMONG OUR 
CONTRIBUTORS 


e After having been a film librarian in 
the Cleveland Public Library and at ALA 
Headquarters, Patricia Cory returned to 
children’s work. At the Lexington School 
for the Deaf she enjoys both film and 
book work, for the library there acquires 
all types of materials and is equipped for 
using films as well as recordings for acous- 
tical training. 

e Elizabeth Margulis, a children’s librar- 
ian, formerly worked in the Brooklyn 
Public Library and the New Mexico State 
Extension Library. Now unemployed pro- 
fessionally, she lives with her husband, 
two children, and four cats in an adobe 
house full of books in a mountain canyon 
in Santa Fe, 

@ Jeanne Newhouse is an alumna of the 
University of California at Santa Barbara 
and the School of Library Science of the 
University of Southern California. She is 
an active participant in the activities of 
California’s School Library Association, as 
well as librarian at Long Beach’s Poly- 
technic High School, which has an enroll- 
ment of 3,000 students, 

e Doris Ryder Watts, former Associate 
Editor of TON, went West by way of 
Connecticut College for Women and Ob- 
erlin College; thence to the University of 
Southern California’s School of Library 
Science. She has served on several AYPL 
committées and contributed to many pro- 
fessional periodicals. 

e Pauline Winnick, a former children’s 
librarian, is a graduate of Simmons Col- 
lege, School of Library Science. In_ her 
present position as Readers Advisor for 
Young Adults in Boston, she is chairman 
of the Young Adults Book Selection Com- 
mittee and editor of publications fot 
young adults in the Boston Public Li- 
brary. In 1955-56 she served as advertising 
manager of TON. 
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NEWS 








Genevieve Foster 


BIRTHDAYS OF FREEDOM 
BOOK Il 

The story of man’s struggle for free- 

dom, in brief text and illuminating 

pictures. The first book covered the 

period from early Egypt to the Fall 

of Rome. This book brings the story 

up to America’s war for freedom. 
Ages 9 to 16 $3.00 


THE HABITS OF RABBITS 
The Duchess and her family are here 
again — as Gunhilde asks the king for 
“a rabbit or two,” and finds out there 


is no such thing as “a rabbit or two.” 
Ages6to9 $2.50 


Francoise 


WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE? 


Children will love the pictures in this 
book, and they will want to play the 
“game” — deciding whether they want 
to be a sailor, explorer, milliner, — or 
a dozen other things! 

Ages 4-6 $2.75 


Belle Coates 


LITTLE MAVERICK COW 


This warm, human story is set in 
Montana where Sue and Todd live on 
a wheat ranch where a milch cow 
would make all the difference in the 
world. Ages 5-8 $2.25 


Ruthven Todd 


SPACE CAT MEETS MARS 
Space Cat, with his jaunty ways, has 
become a favorite with the children. 
Here he is on the red planet, where he 
finds unusual mice — and a fire-engine 
red cat! Ages 6-10 $2.25 


At all bookstores 


— Scribner 


SPRING BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 


Marguerite Butterfield 


JAIME & HIS HEN POLLITA 
Jaime and his hen Pollita live on the 
island of Majorca. When Jaime isn’t 
helping his father, he may be explor- 
ing the island with his friend and his 
hen — who loves to perch on Jaime’s 
shoulder. Ages 6-10 $2.50 


Alfred Morgan 


THE BOYS’ SECOND BOOK 
OF RADIO & ELECTRONICS 


More advanced than The Boys’ First 
Book of Radio and Ele ctronics, giving 
not only information but detailed direc- 
tions and diagrams for making and 
using more radio sets. 

Older boys and girls $3.00 


Evelyn Stefansson 


HERE IS THE FAR NORTH 
Since the writing of Within the Cirele, 
Evelyn Stefansson has done extensive 
work on the Arctic. This book tells of 
the fascinating arctic countries she 
visited flying the Polar Route. 

Older boys and girls $3.50 


Robert Scharff 


YOU AND YOUR CAMERA 
An up-to-date guide for those who 
want to know more about their camera. 
The photographs in the book are those 
taken by teen-agers at a N. Y. high 
school. 

Older boys and girls $2.95 


NEW EDITION OF AN OLD FAVORITE 


Howard Pyle 


OTTO OF THE SILVER HAND 
A new edition of a classic story. Uni- 
form in size and format with The Wind 
in the Willows, Some Merry Adven- 
tures of Robin Hood, Ting-A-Ling 
Tales, Peter Pan and Little Lord 
Fauntle roy. Ages 9 to 12 $2.75 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


597 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 
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ABINGDON 
PRESENTS... 


ARMED WITH 
COURAGE | 
MAY MeNEER AND 
LYND WARD 


Stories of high courage—physical and spirit 
ual—in the lives of Florence Nightingale, 
Father Damien, George Washington Carver, 
Jane Addams, Wilfred Grenfell, Gandhi, and 
Schweitzer. ‘These biographies of people who 
dared to be true to their ideals will be an 
inspiration and a challenge to young readers. 

Ages 9 up. $2.50 





























SOHN MUIR, 
PROTECTOR OF 
THE WILDS 
MADGE HAINES AND 
LESLIE MORRILL 


Illustrated by Avery Johnson 


From east coast to west and up to Alaska 

boys and girls will follow this famous 
naturalist as he explores the wilderness on 
foot. ‘They will discover the drama ot 
conservation as he fights for national parks 
to save the forests and animals he loves 
from destruction. A Makers of America 
biography. Ages 8-12. $1.50 








ABABY FOR BETSY | i 
ANNE GUY | 
Illustrated by Priscilla Pointer 


\ bright-colored, easy-to-read picture-story 
of a little girl who longed for a baby sister 
to love. The surprise ending, the adoption of 
twins, will delight all young children. 

Ages 4-7 $1.25 





NASHVILLE 2, TENNESSEE 
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Crowell Books 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


SPRING 1957 


EXPERIMENTS WITH A MICROSCOPE MANHATTAN ISLAND 


by Nelson F. Beeler & Franklyn M. Branley by May Garelick 

ill. Anne Marie Jauss Woodcuts by John Ross & Clare Romano Ross 

Easy experiments show how a microscope Magnificent pictures and imaginative text 

operates. Encourages independent research. about daily life in the big city. j 

Ages 10-14 * 154 pages ¢ 5% x 8 « March All ages * 55 pages * 7/2x9% + Marche $2.75 
$2.75 





LOUISA, A Biography of Louisa May Alcott TOM PAINE, FREEDOM'S APOSTLE 


by Pamela Brown illustrated by Leo Gurko ill. Fritz Kredel 

A true-to-life story of the author of Little Superbly written biography of a provocative 
Women. historical figure. 

Ages 8 up * 172 pages * 54% x 7% * January Ages 12 and up * 224 pages *« 5% x 8 « April 


2.75 $2.75 









OLD CHARLIE BOSS CHOMBALE 


by Clyde Robert Bulla ill. Paul Galdone by Margaret Carson Hubbard 
A fun-filled, easy-to-read city horse story. ‘ Ill. Peter Spier 
Ages 7-10 * 96 pages + 65% x 8 « April + $2.50 Lively adventure story, set in mysterious 
Africa. 
Ages 10-14 * 192 pages ¢ 5%%3x8 « April 
$2.75 





TRAPPERS OF THE WEST 




















THE CHEMICAL HISTORY OF A CANDLE 


by Michael Faraday Ill. Jeanyee Wong by Fred Reinfeld _ ill. Douglas Gorsline 
The classic explanation of the basic laws of True stories of the colorful mountain men 
the universe, shown simply and clearly. who went to the Rockies in search of 
Ages 12 and up « 158 pages * 5 x 7% « April beaver. 

$2.75 Ages 12 and up « 152 pages * 534 x 8 « May 


$2.50 





HARDNOSE SYMPHONY CONDUCTORS OF THE U.S.A. 


by Gilbert Douglas by Hope Stoddard 
Fast-paced story of sports, of growing up, g2 full-length biographies and 428 thumb- 
and of good times. nail sketches. 
Ages 12 and up 213 pages * 5% x 8 « March Ages 12 and up « 480 pages * 6x 8% «© May 
$2.75 $5.00 
NEW EDITIONS OF OLD FAVORITES 
CHILDREN OF THE COVERED WAGON GOD'S TROUBADOUR 8 
by Mary Jane Carr Ill. Bob Kuhn The Story of Saint Francis of Assisi H 
Walt Disney's new film ‘“‘Westward Ho The by Sophie Jewett Pictures by Giotto 
Wagons!” is based on Miss Carr’s famous The classic story of the great saint, with re- 
story. »roductions of the Giotto frescoes, in a 
Ages8-12 » 303 pages * 534x8 + Ready « $3.50 beautifu) new edition. 


All agese 128 pages * 6 x 8% « March « $2.75 


ALL CROWELL JUVENILES ARE CLOTH BOUND 
Write for catalog of Crowell Books for Boys and Girls 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL COMPANY 
Established 1834 — New York 16 



























GASNGEMSST< SE WCMTEIAM tears 


An Invitation 
To 


A Librarian 


From 


Dodd, Mead & Company 


e Here is an exciting opportunity if you are an American li 
brarian, working with children or young people. DODD, MEAD 
& COMPANY invites you to participate in a contest for the best 
original book submitted (either fiction or non-fiction) for an 
American boy or girl, age nine to sixteen, 

e To the fortunate author of the prize-winning book, DODD, 
MEAD & COMPANY will award $1500.00 as an advance against 
royalties. 

e Winner of the latest Dodd, Mead Librarian Prize is HELEN 
R. SATTLEY with her SHADOW ACROSS THE CAMPUS, a 
sensitive story for older girls about the disturbing challenge that 
a college freshman met courageously. Miss Sattley is Director of 
School Library Service, New York City Board of Education. 
SHADOW ACROSS THE CAMPUS will be published in March, 
1957. 

Competition closes April 2, 1957; so write today for the pro- 
spectus giving complete details of the contest. 


LIBRARIAN PRIZE COMPETITION 
DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, INC. 
432 Fourth Avenue New York 16, New York 
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Children’s Library Association 


Ihe real highlights of the two board 
meetings and the membership meeting of 
CLA were the steps toward solutions to 
reorganization problems. An improved 
concise “Statement of Responsibility’ was 


adopted as follows: 


Ihe Children’s Library Association is 
responsible for a program of activities 
which will establish criteria for the se 
lection of books and related materials 
used by children, develop the highest 
standards of library service, and pro 
mote the extension of this service to 
all children and to adults working with 
or interested in children and children’s 
books. 


The Board received the report that the 
Program Evaluation and Budget Commit 
tee had approved all CLA requests for 
funds, including an amount which, with 
income from advertising will cover the 
cost of publishing Top of the News. 

The appointment of Mildred Batch 
elder as Executive Secretary was confirmed 
by Board action. 

The committee to revise the CLA con 
stitution and by-laws to conform with the 
new ALA constitution gave a progress re 
port, and the Board voted that after fur- 
ther work by the Committee, the revised 
constitution be presented at the Kansas 
City Conference for membership approval. 
Constitutional changes are expected to in 
clude provisions that Councilors be CLA 
Board members without vote, that chair 
men of standing committees be Board 
members with vote, that there be four 
Directors, elected at large, on the Board, 
and that certain traditional procedures of 
CLA be included in a manual of proce 
dure rather than in the Constitution. 

Committee reports indicate that these 
groups are endeavoring to establish con- 
nections with new groups under the re 
organization in order to act effectively and 
cooperatively. 

The Book Evaluation Committee's “Dis 
tinguished Children’s Books of 1956’ is 
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MIDWINTER MEETING REPORTS 


ready for spring publication in various 





library periodicals, 

The Newbery-Caldecott Committee an 
licipates some change in its composition 
under the reorganization, and the Board 
voted that there be five additional mem 
bers-at-large on the Committee. 

Jean Merrill, local chairman for the 
Kansas City conference, presented possi 
bilities for Newbery-Caldecott Dinner ac 
commodations, and Board action approved 
the choice of the arena of the Municipal 
Auditorium. 

Announcements were made urging mem 
bers to participate in recommending 
nominees for the various awards and 
scholarships available to librarians work 
ing with children, as listed in the Decem 
ber 1956 ALA Bulletin. 

Frances Sullivan encouraged children’s 
librarians needing help on any problems 
involving the Library Services Act to con 
tact her as CLA’s chairman of a liaison 
committee to the ALA Coordinating Com 
mittee on the Act. 

‘There was much discussion about the 
future of Top of the News, both in the 
CLA Board meeting and in a joint meet 
ing with AYPL. The recommendations 
being developed by the Program Evalua 
tion and Budget Committee regarding all 
divisional publications were evaluated 
with the expectation that all announce 
ment and news items of divisions will be 
carried in the ALA Bulletin and _ that 
separate divisional publications will in 
clude articles of professional stature and 
worth. With this in mind, the groups dis 
cussed a special committee’s study of 
TON and made suggestions as to the 
quarterly’s future policies. ‘The chairmen 
of CLA and AYPL agreed to appoint a 
six-member committee to revise the edi 
torial policy and procedure statements of 
TON in the light of this discussion and 

PEBCO requirements. 


Association of Young People’s 
Librarians 


Grace Slocum, chairman of the Activities 
Committee, reported on the Workshop on 
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MAURICE SENDAK 


VERY FAR AWAY. In a hilarious 
story and gay pictures the author- 
artist of Kenny's Winpow tells how 
Martin and the horse, the cat and 
the sparrow went Very Far Away 
for an hour and a half — and were 


glad to return. 
Ages 4-8. April. $2.00 


RAYMOND F. YATES 


THE BOY'S BOOK OF TOOLS. The 
long-needed, complete introductory 
guide to the basic tools used in the 
home and school workshop, With 75 


photographs and diagrams. 
Ages 10 up. $2.50 


MARY CHALMERS 


KEVIN. Another of the absurdly 
matter-of-fact stories that have 
brought such popularity to the 
author-artist of Come ror A WALK 
witH Me and A Curistmas Story. 
The story and colored pictures re- 
late the adventures of Kevin Rab- 
bit. Ages 3-6. $1.50 

Cloth library edition $2.00 


DEAR GARBAGE MAN. Illustrated 
by MARGARET BLOY GRAHAM. 
The author and artist of Harry THE 
Dirty Doe join in the merry story 
of Stan, the new garbage man who 
just couldn’t bear to throw anything 
away. Ages 4-8. $2.00 

Cloth library edition $2.75 
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


SPRING 1957 


MARY STOLZ 


BECAUSE OF MADELINE. The ar- 
rival of defiant, non-conforming 
Madeline at Bramley school causes 
change and thought in many lives. 
“The most outstanding writer of 
teen age novels today.” —Horn Book. 

Ages 12 up. $2.75 


JEAN LEE LATHAM 


THIS DEAR-BOUGHT LAND. Illus- 
trated by JACOB LANDAU. The 
story of a boy’s growing into man- 
hood in Capt. John Smith’s James- 
town colony, by the 1955 Newbery 
Award winner. Ages 12 up. $2.75 


MILLICENT SELSAM 


SEE THROUGH THE JUNGLE. Illus- 
trated by WINIFRED LUBELL, Excit- 
ing exploration of the South Amer- 
ican rain forest, uniform with SEE 
THROUGH THE SEA and See Turoucn 
THE Forest, Ages 7-11. $2.50 


CROCKETT JOHNSON 


TIME FOR SPRING. The author- 
artist of Haro.p’s Fatry TALce tells 
and illustrates the story of Irene, 
who was glad to see the spring, but 
sorry to lose the snowman who was 
such fun after winter’s last snow- 
fall. Ages 4-8. $1.50 

Cloth library edition $2.00 


TOMI UNGERER 


THE MELLOPS GO FLYING. Illus- 

trated by the aifthor. A lovable and 

happy family of French pigs build 

an airplane and fly away on a won- 
derfully funny adventure. 

Ages 4-8. $2.00 

Cloth library edition $2.75 
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Work with Young Adults which will be 
held under the joint sponsorship of our 
Division and Rutgers University at Rut 
gers, June 3-7. Beatrice Schein, formerly 
Head of Young People’s Work at Newark 
Public Library and Mary Gaver from the 
Rutgers staff are co-directors for the 
Workshop. Program and speakers are out 

standing. Watch for bulletins from Rut 

gers. Several state library organizations 
have given scholarships for librarians in 
their states and it is hoped that others 
will follow this lead. Plans are underway 

for a similar workshop on work with 
young adults at the library school of Loui 

siana State University in 1958. 

Phe AYPL Board unanimously approved 
the appointment of Mildred Batchelder as 
Executive Secretary for our Division, 

The Standards Committee had 
been working on the revision of The Pub 
lic Library Plans for Teen-Age was dis 
solved and a new committee was ap 
pointed, ‘The members are Audrey Biel, 
Grace Slocum, Margaret Edwards, Elinor 
Walker, Ray Fry and Jean Roos, chair- 
man. Their assignment is to write an 
amplification of the new public library 
Standards as they apply to work with 
young adults, The committee met and 
discussed the contents of the new publica- 
tion. Subjects for chapters were decided 
and assigned to members for writing. The 
next evening the committee members met 
again and presented rough outlines of 
their chapters. These were discussed at 
length and lines were clearly defined. A 
meeting was set for March 27 and 28 in 
Cleveland. At that time the chapters will 
have been written and revision will be 
undertaken. 

Ray Fry, Dallas Public Library, was 
elected by the Board to fill the councilor- 
ship left vacant by Doris Boyd’s resigna- 
tion. 

Plans for the Kansas City Conference 
are exciting. The program is being plan- 
ned around the list which has been re- 
ferred to as “First Choice.” Margaret Scog- 
gin will introduce this program, talking 
about young people and work with them. 
This will be followed by a discussion of 
the books on the list. The manuscript for 
this list is in the hands of the ALA Pub- 
lishing Department and it is hoped it 
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will be for sale at the Kansas City Con 
ference. Watch for it because it will ap 
pear under a tithe which will be 
more appropriate to the list. 
“Interesting Adult Books of 1956 for 
Young People,” prepared by the Book Se- 
lection Committee under Audrey Biel's 
chairmanship, was presented at the Thurs- 
day morning membership meeting and 
will appear in several March library and 


new 


educational periodicals. 

At the business meeting of AYPL 
new character of the organization 
noted. Many high school librarians have 
joined with librarians in public libraries 
to reach a 1957 membership on January 
1,143. The plans for this new di 
vision will reflect the new nature and 
functions of the division and not only a 
new constitution will be presented for 
consideration at the Kansas City Confer 
ence, but a change of name will be pro 


the 
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posed. 

Recordings of sample book talks which 
might be purchased is a project which 
continues to be of interest to AYPL and 
prospects for such records look good. 

An AYPL-CLA joint committee on Top 
of the News was established to plan for 
the future course of that journal as a 
joint publication of two ALA divisions. 
Its report will be made at Kansas City. 

At its final meeting the AYPL Board 
protested President Shaw’s refusal at the 
January 31 Council meeting to permit 
the acceptance and discussion of the 
report of the ALA Committee on Organi- 
zation, and requested that an Executive 
Board committee be appointed to review 





that action, 

Miss Dorothy Cromien, formerly of ‘The 
New York Public Library and St. John’s 
University Library School, was designated 
by AYPL as an ALA consultant to the In- 
ternational Youth Library in Munich on 
Services to Young People during the sev- 
eral months in the spring of 1957 when 


she will contribute her services to that 
library. 
Cooperation will be worked out by 


AYPL with the American Foundation for 
the Blind so that their current lists of 
books available in Braille or on Talking 
Books will designate adult books which 
are of interest to young people. 
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Longicand books for young readers — Spring 1957 


THE SHINING ROAD 


By DOROTHY SCOFIELD. The Bay of Fundy was not Elinor’s choice of a vacation spot, 
but there she learns an important thing — what she wants to do with her life. Deco- 
rations by Jeanne C. Manget. Ages 12-16. $3.00 


CONQUER THE WINDS 


By ERNIE RYDBERG. Seventeen-year-old Rocky takes to the air—in a glider — for 
reasons of his own. But in the air he learns much more than how to ride the winds. 
By the author of The Golden Window. Decorations by Avery Johnson. 


Ages 12-16. $2.75 
NEW DREAMS FOR OLD 


By TOM PERSON. Managing her father’s cotton farm in the Delta shows Caroline 
that new and old are always in conflict and that the new South, soon to come, will 
be a happier place. Ages 12-16. $2.75 


WAN-FU: Ten Thousand Happinesses 


By ALICE MARGARET HUGGINS and HUGH L. ROBINSON in collaboration with EARLE 
Hort Battou. A fourteen-year-old girl in North China finds that her country’s 
progress depends upon her progress. Ages 10-14. $3.00 


THE LISTENING POST 


By MARION BARRETT OBERMEYER. From a homemade crystal set to a radio station 
of his own, Dan Burnett's adventures tell the exciting story of the early days of radio. 
Decorations by Alan Moyler. Ages 12-16. $3.00 


JULIE’S HERITAGE 


By CATHERINE MARSHALL. When the color of her skin excludes her from high school 
fun, Julie finds that she can use her lovely singing voice to win friends and bring the 
races together. Decorations by Harper Johnson. Ages 12-16. $3.00 


SPITZEE ANOTA 


By D. R. KING. In this sequel to Sukanabi young Ted ventures among Blackfeet 
Indians angered by whiskey traders. He is captured, but after his escape and a winter 
in the wilderness, he wins the Indians back to friendliness. Ages 12-16. $3.25 


WINGS OVER LABRADOR 


By JACK HAMBLETON. Running an airlift for men and equipment into the wilderness 
iron deposit region of Labrador is a hazardous job, but Bill Hanson sees it through. 
Authentic background. Ages 12-16. $3.00 


GREEN AS SPRING 


By ROSALYS HASKELL HALL. Frannie discovers that it is more than a hop-skip-and- 
jump from the ball diamond to a ball gown in this warm-hearted story of the joys 
and sorrows of growing up. Ages 12-16. $3.00 


ANNA SEWELL' AND BLACK BEAUTY 


By MARGARET J. BAKER. A biography of the little Quaker girl whose sympathy for 
the mistreated animals in London led her to write the beloved classic, Black Beauty. 
Illustrated by Gloria Stevens. Ages 10-14. $2.50 


LONGMANS, GREEN AND COMPANY - 55 Fifth Ave. > N. Y. 3 
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1956 NEWBERY 
AND CALDECOTT 
AWARDS 


CHARLEMAE ROLutns, Chairman 


On March 4, the twentieth Caldecott and 
the thirty-sixth Newbery awards for the 
most distinguished American children’s 
books published in 1956, were announced 
by Mr. Frederic G. Melcher from his New 
York office. 

Miracles on Maple Hill, written by Vir- 
ginia Sorensen and published by Har- 
court, Brace, has won the Newbery Award. 
Che illustrations in A Tree Is Nice, done 
by Marc Simont, text by Janice May Udry 
and published by Harper, have won the 
Caldecott Award, Both books, in text and 
illustration, give children an insight into 
the magic and power of nature. 

A Tree is Nice is a picture book which 
can be used in many ways, including the 
classroom; but, most important of all, it 
is a delight to the small child, Despite its 
simplicity, it is thought-provoking and 
provides the child with new avenues down 
which his imagination can run. A tree is 
nice for shade, beauty, and usefulness, for 
climbing and playing; and it fills up the 
sky. 

This is Janice May Udry’s first book 
for children, but Marc Simont, its illus- 
trator, has illustrated books for children 
since 1939 (Owen, R. B., Castle in the 
Silver Wood, and Other Scandinavian 
Fairy Tales, Dodd), Mr. Simont is also the 
author-illustrator of four children’s books 
for Harper, for whom he has done most 
of his published work in both fields, His 
illustrations have a freshness and a hu- 
morous sparkle which distinguish his art 
no matter how much he adapts it to the 
various texts. His color work in A Tree is 
Nice has the warmth of the summer sun 
and the sharp brilliance of the winter 
snow. 

Born in Paris of Spanish ancestry, Mare 
Simont received his formal education in 
Paris, Barcelona and New York. He is a 
painter of portraits and murals and a 
teacher. At present he is living in West 
Cornwall, Connecticut, with his wife and 
son. 

Miracles on Maple Hill is a warm family 
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story of ten-year-old Marly and her family 
during the year when they move from 
Pittsburgh to Maple Hill in a quiet cor 
ner of Pennsylvania. There, not only the 
miracles of the changing seasons occur, 
but also the miracle of her father’s return 
to normalcy after the years he had spent 
in a prison camp. Marly, eager, sensitive 
and loving, and her brother, very mascu- 
line and condescending at twelve, learn to 
plan and work together to rebuild a 
happy family life. The black and white 
sketches by Beth and Joe Krush add to 
the book’s distinction. 

Mrs. Virginia Sorensen, author of this 
memorable family story, is well known as 
a novelist since 1942 when her first novel 
was published, A Little Lower Than the 
Angels. Since 1953 she has had a children’s 
book published annually beginning with 
Curious Missie (Harcourt, Brace). 

Born in Provo, Utah, of part-Danish 
ancestry but all Mormon convictions, Mrs. 
Sorensen graduated from Brigham Young 
University with deep belief in the Mor- 
mon faith, an intense desire to write, and 
a husband working on a Ph.D. Her writ 
ing is characterized by sincerity and an 
awareness of the problems of rootlessness. 
It was inevitable that her most distin 
guished book for children to date should 
be that of a family finding fertile ground 
for its roots. 


Runners-up for the 
Newbery Award 


Gipson, Frederick, Old Yeller. 

DeJong, Meindert, House of Sixty Fathers. 
Harper. 

Judson, Clara I., Mr. Justice Holmes, ¥ol 
lett. 

Rhoads, Dorothy, Corn is Ripe. Viking. 

De Angeli, Marguerite, Black Fox of 
Lorne. Doubleday. 


Harper. 


Runners-up for the 
Caldecott Award 


Ets, Marie Hall, Mr. Penny’s Race Horse 
Viking. 

‘Tudor, Tasha, 7 is One. Oxford. 

Titus, Eve, Anatole. Whittlesey House. 

Elkin, Benjamin, Gillespie and the Guards. 
Viking. 

Du Bois, William Péne, Lion. Viking. 
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BOOKS FOR 
YOUNG READERS 
THE VALIANT SAILOR 
by C. Fox Smith Illustrated by Neville Dear 
A seafaring father and son; the perils of piracy and mutiny; a treasure-mad 
captain—all come to life in as rousing an bau story as has appeared since 


the days of Robert Louis Stevenson. A story certain to stir the imagination 


of every young reader. February Ages 11 up $3.00 


MADAME CURIE 

by Eileen Bigland _I Illustrated by Lili Cassel 

From the glowing dreams of a young girl with a passion for learning, through 

her development into the mature woman whose scientific discoveries were 

rewarded with world-wide acclaim and a Nobel Prize, the indomitable 
spirit of Madame Curie emerges in this vivid biography. 

March Ages 11-14 $3.00 


FAMOUS VOYAGES IN SMALL BOATS 

by John Merrett Illustrated by Paul Berkow 

John Merrett’s lively retelling of six of the most dangerous voyages ever 
undertaken by man—from Joshua Slocum’s around-the-world voyage, to Thor 
Heyerdahl’s fabulous experiences on the Kon-Tiki, to Alain Bombard’s cross- 
ing the Atlantic in a tiny rubber dinghy will keep any young adventurer on 
the edge of his chair. March ges 11-14 $3.00 


CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

by John Merrett Illustrated by W Lawrence Hoffman 

An absorbing account of how one of history’s greatest seamen met adventure 
and tragedy on his three pioneering voyages into the uncharted waters of 
the Pacific. April Ages 11-14 $3.00 


LEONARDO DA VINCI 

by John Thomas Drawings from Da Vinci's Sketch Books 

“If Leonardo lived today,” states John Thomas, “he would be a painter of 
—_ quality, a designer of the most revolutionary types of aircraft, a 
military strategist of extreme skill, the architect of many of the great build- 
ings of the age.” How and why are told in this engrossing biography of 
one of the greatest geniuses of all time. April Ages 11-14 $3.00 


THE 397th WHITE ELEPHANT 

by René Guillot Illustrated by Moyra Leatham 

Here is that rarest of treasures—a charming fable that will be cherished by 
people of all ages. Readers will meet—and leve-Meagfile the Magnificent, 
the most unusual white elephant ever to rule the royal stables of ancient India. 
February Ages 8up — $2.75 


Already published—end acclaimed! 
ODYSSEUS THE WANDERER by Aubrey de Sélincourt, Illustrated by 


Norman Meredith. “An exhilarating, smooth-paced retelling of the epic.” 
—N. Y. Times. CW) ALA Booklist Library Journal Selection 
of Parents’ Magazine Book Club for Children Ages 11 up $3.00 
VIKING’S DAWN by Henry Treece, Illustrated by Christine Price 

“A thrilling tale which reveals the character of the Vikings and the world 

in which they lived.”—ALA Booklist. 
CW) Child Study Association Ages 11 up $3.00 
FERDINAND MAGELLAN by Ronald Welch, Illustrated by William Stobbs 
“A fine biography of the Portuguese explorer written in a clear straight- 


forward style . . strong, dramatic illustrations.”—Publishers’ Weekly. 
Library Journal Child Study Association Ages 11-14 $3.00 


CRITERION BOOKS, INC. 257 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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LITTLE, BROWN 
books for Spring introduce 
some 








Miss Grimsbee 
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By FRANK K. KELLY. True adventures of seven- 
teen famous newspapermen and women: 
Stanley, Nellie Bly, Winston Churchill, 
Richard Harding Davis, Ernest Hemingway, 
and others. Illustrated by E. Harper John- 
son. 12 up. $3.00 


A SHILLING FOR SAMUEL 


By VIRGINIA GRILLEY. The story of the Salem 
carpenter’s son who grew up to be one of 
early New England’s great architects, 
Samuel McIntire. Illustrated by the author. 
7-11. $2.75 

*TV GIRL FRIDAY 


By RUTH MILNE. Susan wants to be a TV 

actress but discovers an exciting career be- 

hind the scenes. 12 up. $3.00 
MIKE FINK 


By JAMES CLOYD BOWMAN. The giant keel- 
boatman of the Mississippi takes his place 
with Pecos Bill, John Henry and Paul Bun- 
yan among the heroes this distinguished 
folklorist has brought to young readers. 
Illustrated by Leonard Everett Fisher. 

12 up. $3.00 


JIM, THE CAT 
By JEAN POINDEXTER COLBY. A convalescent 
little girl and an adventurous stray kitten 
strike up a very profitable acquaintance. 
Illustrated by Marie C. Nichols. 7-9. $2.50 


ALL MY SHOES COME IN TWOS 


By MARY ANN and NORMAN HOBERMAN. De- 
lightful* pictures in color illustrate every 
page of this ingenious bookful of catchy 
rhymes about shoes of every sort. Jl//ustrated 
by Norman Hoberman. 4-8, $2.50 


LOLLY TOUCHBERRY 


By LAURA COOPER RENDINA. The author of the 
popular Debbie Jones books introduces a new 
group of teen agers that are bound to make 
a hit with her teen-age fans. 12 up. $3.00 


JET Jim, The Cat 
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JOE SUNPOOL —=>* 


By DON WILCOX. A Navaho boy from Arizona 
meets boys and girls from Indian tribes all 
over the U. S. at Haskell Institute. An un- 
usual school story by the author of BASKET- 
BALL STAR. Illustrated by Allan Houser. 
12up. $2.75 


*MISS GRIMSBEE IS A WITCH 


By GERALD WEALES. A comical fantastic tale 
pe Be a small boy and his friend, Miss Grims- 
bee, a real, and very up-to-date, witch. Jllus- 
trated by Lita Scheel. 8-12. $2.75 


GIL’S DISCOVERY IN THE MINE 


By RECTOR LAWRENCE LEE. Two boys who take 
a summer job in a Colorado mine are the 
central figures of this top-notch engineering 
career story. Illustrated by Sidney A. Quinn. 


12up. $3.00 
DONNY 


By ADELE DE LEEUW. Shy Donny opens a home 
for stray animals in this true-to-life story 
for younger children by the author of THE 
PATCHWORK QUILT, NoBopDy’s DOLL and other 
favorites. Illustrated by Meg Wohlberg. 
5-8. $3.00 
TARO’S FESTIVAL DAY 


By SANAE KAWAGUCHI, An authentic account 
of a small Japanese boy’s activities, espe- 
cially on the children’s own festival day, with 
pictures in color on every page. Illustrated 
by the author. 4-8. $2.50 




































NEW EDITIONS: (Revised) How to Make a 
Miniature Zoo, by Vinson Brown. Illustrated. 
$2.75; (Reissued) My First Geography of 
the Americas, and My First Geography of 
the Pacific, by Arensa Sondergaard. Illus- 
trated. $2.95 each. 


*Atlantic Monthly Press Books 
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COMPLETING OUR 
REORGANIZATION 


MariAN C. Younc, President, 


Children’s Library Association 


The newly constituted Children’s Library Association has had a good and 
constructive beginning. ‘The recent midwinter conference at Chicago was 
our first opportunity to come together under the new form of organiza- 
tion. It is too soon to know definitely what the composition of our divi- 
sion will be, but the new membership plan has made all of us take a new 
look at our interests in the various aspects of ALA. Our revised member- 
ship list will undoubtedly show much new and active talent within the 
CLA. During the next few months we will be completing our reorganiza- 
tion and will reaffirm our aims and purposes, at the same time extending 
our activities to represent the interests of our widened membership. 

Several members have written me, expressing interest in the possibili- 
ties of the broadened scope for our division, It is most encouraging when 
such letters end, “What can I do to help?” At this point in our develop- 
ment suggestions from individual members are most helpful and will 
insure attention to those aspects of our work which seem most important 
to the membership. 

Your executive board held two meetings at the midwinter conference; 
there was also a joint meeting with the AYPL Board and TON Staff to 
discuss the future of TON. The midwinter discussion is summarized in 
this issue and in the ALA Bulletin. 

CLA committees are at work. The committee chairmen who attended 
the conference presented recommendations about their plans and _re- 
ported their progress. Several of the committees are taking on added 
duties; some are showing a slight change of focus as a result of the new 
pattern of ALA. (See December TON and ALA Bulletin for committee 
lists.) 

Our open meeting was an opportunity for all of us to participate in 
charting the future direction of CLA. We hope that all CLA members 
will plan now to take part in a similar meeting which will be scheduled 
for the Kansas City Conference. 


Continued on page 60 
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AUCTION, ANYONE? A CALIFORNIA 
POSTSCRIPT 







RoseMary FE, Livsey, Director, Work with Children, Public Library, 


Los Angeles, California. 








In ‘Vop ol the News for October, 1956, Carolyn W. Field reported on the 
Melcher Scholarship Fund Auction held at the Fontainebleau Hotel dur- 
ing the 1956 Miami Beach Conference. This was the inspiration for 
California’s Melcher Fund Auction, held at its recent San Diego con- 


ference. 












We had an auction, too! Result? A great deal of fun, treasures to take 
home, and $1,084.55 to add to the Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship Fund. 
The largest sale of the day was an autographed and numbered copy 
, of Hansel and Gretel, illustrated by Kay Nielsen, while an autographed 
. Walter de la Mare and Gay Neck, autographed by both Mukerji and 
{ Artzybasheff ran a close second. Fine editions and rare California items 
brought good returns and found proud owners. A collection of “old 
books, for librarians who might want examples” brought money and 
laughter as Dotty Dimple Out West out-bid Elsie’s Motherhood. 

Credit goes to Thelma Reid, President of the California Library “s- 
sociation, whose interest and enthusiasm made the auction possible at 
the San Diego Conference, to Dr. Lawrence Powell, auctioneer par ex- 
; cellence, and to the authors, artists and friends who contributed books 
, and illustrations. Program Chairman Natalie Mayo Edwin enticed Dr. 
Seuss himself to appear to autograph his books. A long line of ardent book 
buyers resulted and the discount ($105.90) was added to the Fund. 

From our experience with one auction, may we say to you, anywhere, 
have a Melcher Scholarship Fund Auction. It’s lots of fun and very re- 
warding. A state library conference is a made-to-order occasion for such 
an event. Get a good place on the program where you can comfortably 
run overtime. Get everyone to solicit material and to contribute from 
his personal library. Print, however informally, a list of numbered items. 
Show your stock during the conference. Excite interest in a few special 
items. Select your auctioneer with the greatest of care. He is the essential 
dynamo. Your committee must have unflagging energy, enthusiastic per- 
suasiveness, and a good degree of common sense. 

After the work is over, the treasures sold, and the accounts balanced, 
what will you have? A substantial contribution to the Frederic Melcher 
Scholarship Fund which means the training of more and gravely needed 


children’s librarians. 
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DISTINGUISHED CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
OF 1956 


Selected by the Book Evaluation Committee, Children’s Library As- 


sociation, American Library Association. 


Cartier Sails the St. Lawrence, retold by Esther Averill. Illustrated by 


Feodor Rojankovsky. Harper. $3.00. 
The author’s retelling of her 1937 book titled Voyages of Jacques Cartier, An out 
standing example of perfect harmony between text and illustration, 


And the Waters Prevailed, by D. Moreau Barringer. Hlustrated by P. A. 


Hutchison. Dutton, $3.00, 


A compelling and significant story of a disaster of prehistoric times. The interest 
lies, not so much in the scientific basis as in the development of abstract reason 
ing in a boy of the Stone Age. 


Castle on the Border, by Margot Benary-Isbert, ‘Translated from the Ger- 
man by Richard and Clara Winston. Harcourt. $3.00. 


A mature story of a group of courageous young people in post-war Germany and 
their efforts to rebuild a way of life as well as to realize their personal ambitions. 


The Flying Carpet, by Marcia Brown. Pictures by the author. Scribner. 
43.00. 
This lesser known tale from the Arabian Nights is expertly retold from the 
Burton translation. The stylistic illustrations with their brilliant jewel-like tones 


reflect their Persian sources and help to interpret the story with magic and 
splendor. 


Hah-Nee of the Clif} Dwellers, by Mary and Conrad Bulf. Pictures by the 
authors. Houghton. $3.00, 


A dramatic incident in the life of the cliff-dwellers of the American Southwest, 
in which an Indian boy, because of tribal superstition, is forced to leave his 
much-loved home to make a fearful journey to an unknown land. 


Stories from Shakespeare, by Marchette Chute. World. $3.75. 
Designed to give the reader “a preliminary idea of the thirty-six plays by telling 
the stories and explaining in a general way the intentions and points of view of 
the characters,” this is an illuminating guide for the young person reading 
Shakespeare for the first time. 

s 

The House of Sixty Fathers, by Meindert DeJong. Pictures by Maurice 
Sendak. Harper. $2.50. 
A poignant story of one small Chinese boy lost from his people during war time, 
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and his courageous and ever-hopeful search for them, Told with simplicity and 
compassion, this is the story of all children lost in war. 









Lion, by William Péne du Bois. Pictures by the author. Viking. $3.00. 
A sophisticated modern fable which describes how the animals were created, in 
particular, Lion, King of the Beasts, A picture book that combines originality 

with distinctive artistry and brilliance. 







Mister Penny’s Race Horse, by Marie Hall Ets. Pictures by the author. 
Viking. $2.00. 

The fortunes of gentle Mr. Penny and his enterprising farm animals at the fair, 
told as much by the droll pictures as by the entertaining text. Unusually effec 
tive page composition with delightfully hilarious details. 









Little Bookroom; Eleanor larjeon’s Short Stories for Children 


Chosen by Herself. Ulustrated by Edward Ardizzone. Oxford. $2.75. 
The twenty-seven delightful tales reflect the fine qualities of fantasy character 
istic of this author. Perfect for reading aloud, and a book to own. Richly de 
serving of the Hans Christian Andersen Award which it received in 1956. 










Jeanne-Marie in Gay Paris, by Francoise. Pictures by the author. Scribner. 
2.75. 
In a fourth book about this litthe French girl, Jeanne-Marie pays a visit to 
Paris where she enjoys a puppet show, a bus ride, and the merry-go-round, A 








gay and colorful picture book, 





The Fairy Doll, by Rumer Godden. Illustrated by Adrienne Adams. Vik- 
ing. $2.50. 
\ delicately perceptive story of how a little girl whose brother and sisters con 


sidered her clumsy and timid, found confidence in herself through the magic of 
the fairy doll, a traditional decoration from the top of the family Christmas tree. 









The Last Battle, by C. 5. Lewis. With illustrations by Pauline Baynes. 


Macmillan. $2.75. 
A This seventh and concluding book about the mystical world of Narnia, witnesses 
the final battle against evil forces and the end of the old Narnia, A satisfying 






culmination to a fine allegorical series. 





The Story of the “Old Colony” of New Plymouth ,1620-1692,, by Samuel 
Eliot Morison. Illustrated by Charles H. Overly. Knopf. $3.50. 
An accomplished historian tells the story of the Separatist movement in England 
to Plymouth’s 1692 annexation by the Massachusetts Bay Colony, in a fresh, 
animated, and factual account which corrects many popular misconceptions 








about the Pilgrim Fathers. 





I Know a Lot of Things, by Ann and Paul Rand. Pictures by the authors. 
Harcourt, $2.75. 
A picture book of strong design which presents imaginative concepts rather than 
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a story, but which successfully conveys the little child’s sense of wonder and 
delight in his increasing knowledge of the world about him. 


This Way, Delight, a Book of Poetry for the Young. Selected by Herbert 
Read. Illustrated by Juliet Kepes. Pantheon. $3.50. 
In this unusual anthology the selection has been made with sensitive discrimi 
nation; modern as well as older poets are represented, An inspiring final chapter, 
“What is Poetry?” not only illuminates poetry for the reader but also encourages 
young people to write it. 


Miracles on Maple Hill, by Virginia Sorensen. Illustrated by Beth and 
Joe Krush. Harcourt. $2.95. 
Excellent characterization, spiritual values, and vivid delineation of nature and 


the changing seasons in a memorable story of a troubled city family drawn :to 
gether again in love and happiness during a year of country living. 


A Tree is Nice, by Janice May Udry. Pictures by Mare Simont. Harper. 
$2.50. . 
In this picture book about trees the simple childlike text is much enhanced by 


the brilliant illustrations done in strong lines, which combine a poetic quality 
with a certain modern sophistication. 


Treasures to See, a Museum Picture-Book, by Leonard Weisgard. Pic- 
tures by the author. Harcourt. $3.00. 


A stimulating introduction to the fine arts museum for the very young reader. 
The striking illustrations are not actual reproductions but the author's own 
representation of famous works of art. 





1957 NEWBERY-CALDECOTT DINNER 


In order to accommodate all those who wish to attend the 1957 Newbery- 
Caldecott dinner, the Children’s Library Association has made arrange- 
ments to hold this gala affair in the beautiful air-conditioned arena ol 
the Kansas City Municipal Auditorium. A special ballroom setting is 
being created, and everyone will be able to see and hear comfortably. 
The tickets will be $7.50, including tax and gratuities. Reservations will 
be accepted beginning March 15th. Please make checks payable to Gladys 
Deever, and send reservations to Miss Deever, Schools Division of the 
Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City 6, Missouri. Will you please 
indicate if this is your first ALA conference. ‘Those who wish to sit to- 
gether are urged to send in their reservations together. 
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LEARNING TO WORK 
WITHIN THE NEW FRAMEWORK 








JANE A. ELisrrom, President, 


Association of Young People’s Librarians 
oS 










Now that we have become a division, many of us are wondering just what 
this means to the Association of Young People’s Librarians. For those 
who remember the original Round ‘Table of Young People’s Librarians, 
this new change in status is just one more step in an evolving future for 
those of us concerned with work with teen-agers. However, there are 
P some significant differences of which we should be aware. 
Until January 1, 1957, AYPL was a section of the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People. We represented specialized interests in 


























; the public library field which were reflected in programming for con- ‘ 
, ferences, in the TON lists, and in the annual list of “Interesting Adult 
‘ Books for Young People.” All of these things will still concern us, but \ 
" now in the new ALA structure we shall, as a separate division, be em- I 
is powered to act for the whole organization in matters which pertain to ul 
materials for work with young people and services to them. a 
- With the new membership rules which permit each ALA member to 
join one type of library division (such as Public Libraries, or American al 
Association of School Librarians), and one type of service division (such ta 
as AYPL, CLA, or Adult Education) AYPL anticipates a large increase in St 
membership. Since the large majority of the new members will undoubt- m 
edly be school librarians, a broader view of programming will result. 
Among the activities already part of this expanding program by reason ol Ba 
fund grants from the Program Evaluation and Budget Committee ol 
ALA are: Se) 
1. Cooperation with Rutgers Graduate School of Library Service's 
first Workshop on Library Services for Young People. We are sponsoring 6th 





an AYPL consultant to cooperate with the co-directors of the workshop 
in its planning and execution. 
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2. Making of book-talk record sets, aimed at teen-agers. As planned, 
these sets should include one disc on how a good book talk may be pre- 
pared, the remaining records to contain samples of successful talks. The 
actual talks could be used in library schools for teaching purposes, by 
state or similar agencies for demonstration purposes, or directly with 
young people where facilities for using them exist. 

3. Recruiting aids, Reprints of “The Young Adult in the Small Li- 
brary” (Top of the News, March ’56) and of the annual list of “Interest- 
ing Adult Books for Young People” will be purchased for membership 
recruiting. 

4. Subsidizing of Top of the News. Our division, together with the 
Children’s Library Association, received a Program Evaluation and 
Budget Committee grant to make up the sum needed above income to 
publish TON for another year. 

Of course our regular committees’ running expenses are being paid, 
and our Conference on Standards is being financed. We have been noti- 
fied also that Mildred Batchelder will be our Division’s representative 
at Headquarters. 

For the next year all of us in AYPL, especially your officers, will be 
learning to work in this new framework. Many details remain to be 
settled in shaping our Division’s future, We are counting on your help 
at all times, but especially at the important 1957 Annual Conference 
in Kansas City, to make our organization the best possible. See you 
there. 


SPECIAL OFFER FOR SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES 


With the publication of the sixth edition of A Basic Book Collection for 
High Schools, the American Library Association is offering any one of 
the three Basic Book book Collections in combination with a new or addi- 
tional subscription to The Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin. 

The special combination offer, it is felt, makes available two import- 
ant selection aids which naturally go together: the Basic Book Collections 
to help build the core collection for the school library; the Booklist and 
Subscription Books Bulletin to maintain it, week by week and month by 
month. 

Combination prices are $6.75 for The Booklist (regularly $6) with A 
Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades, 6th ed. (regularly $2) 

$6.75 for The Booklist with A Basic Book Collection for Junior High 
Schools, end ed. (regularly $2) 

$7.50 for The Booklist with A Basic Book Collection for High Schools, 


6th ed. (regularly $2.75) 
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OXFORD BOOKS for BOYS and GIRLS 
SPRING 1957 













CATHRINE BARR EDWARD ARDIZZONE 
On With the Chase Tim All Alone 


Humorous, easy-to-remember Mr. Ardizzone’s famous 
verses give a fresh and lively ap- Little Tim returns home 
proach to the old cat-chases-mouse to find no one there. What 
story. At the finish peace is re- happens to him — on land 
stored and the cat and the mouse and sea—before he finally 
decide to continue living together. locates his family makes 
Pictures in two colors and black a lively tale. Illustrations 
and white by the author. 7 x 9. in four colors and black 
February 28. Cloth Binding. 32 pp. and white by the author. 
Ages 3-6. $2.00 7% x 10. March 21. Cloth 
Binding. 48 pp. 
Ages 6-10. $2.75 










DONALD WORCESTER 
Lone Hunter 
and the Cheyennes 


t In a brave attempt to save their camp 






CHARLES DOWNING 
Russian Tales 








from an attack by enemy warriors, Lone 
Hunter and his friend are kidnaped. 
f Their well-planned escape makes an ex- 
citing adventure filled with authentic 
Indian lore. By the author of Lone 
Hunter's Gray Pony. Harper Johnson 
illustrations in two colors and black and 
white. 5% x 8. March 21. Cloth Binding. 
104 pp. Ages 7-11. $2.75 













and Legends 


Tales of Prince Igor and other great fig- 
ures of Russian heroic epic, as well as 
traditional folktales and fairy stories of 
Russia. The Oxford Myths and Legends 
Series. Illustrations in four colors and 
black and white by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 
5% x 8%. February 28. Cloth Binding. 
232 pp. Ages 8-12. $3.50 
















GWENDOLYN BOWERS 
The Lost Dragon 


of Wessex 


In Saxon England at the time of King 
Alfred, 13-year-old Wulf serves at the 
King’s court, voyages to the north coun- 






MARGHERITA FANCHIOTTI 
Stories from the Bible 


- Simply told stories from the Old and New 
’ Testaments give a clearly connected back- 











4 
ground for Christ's coming and of His mis- : x Ser 
} sion. Illustrated in three colors and black Py neocon ght — 
i and white by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 5% x salen tek pot po A as teas 
, 8%. March 21. Cloth Binding. ‘ oe ee ee 
: ais ” inding. 240 pp Geer. 5% x 8. March 21. Cloth Binding. 







Ages 8-12. $3.00 






192 pp. Ages 8-12. $3.00 








RONALD WELCH 


Captain of Dragoons 


This historical novel of the Duke 
of Marlborough’s campaign against 
the French, culminating in the 
Battle of Blenheim, follows the for- 
fense against Norman England. tunes of young Captain Charles 
Black and white illustrations by Carey, caught in a web of spying 
C. Walter Hodges. 5'4 x 84. Feb- and intrigue. Jacket by Douglas 
ruary 28. Cloth Binding. 224 pp. Gorsline. 5% x 8. March 21. Cloth 

Ages 12 up. $3.00 Binding. 256 pp. Ages 12 up. $3.00 
ro <> 






ROSEMARY SUTCLIFF 
The Shield Ring 


A story of the Vikings, entrenched 
in the Lake District of England, 
and of a boy who fought to pre- 
serve their shield ring, their de- 
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INTERESTING ADULT BOOKS OF 
1956 FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Compiled by: Mrs. Auprey C. Bret, Mitprep FE. BAUMANN, BARBARA 
J. Durer, Mrs, Suk Gonpek, JANE MANTHORNE, MARIAN L, ‘TRAHAN, 
members of the Book Selection Committee of the Association of 
Young People’s Librarians. 


Anderson, Marian, My Lord, What a Morning. Viking. 1956. $5.00. 315p. 
illus, 


A sincere and dignified autobiography of a great woman and a great artist. 


Borland, Hal Glen, High, Wide, and Lonesome. Lippincott. 1956. $3.75. 
25 1p. 
A young boy’s growth in maturity and self-reliance as his family braves the 
hardships of homesteading on the Colorado plains. 


Bowles, Cynthia, At Home in India, Harcourt, Brace, and Co. 1956. $3.00. 
180p. illus. 


The experiences of an ambassador’s daughter who learned to appreciate the 
culture of her adopted country and tried to understand its problems. 


Brick, John, Jubilee. Doubleday. 1956. $3.95. 320p. 
A Yankee captain sacrifices friendship and love as an intense sense of duty in 


spires him to shape a green regiment into one of the great fighting units of the 
Civil War. 


Chute, Beatrice Joy, Greenwillow. Dutton. 1956. $3.50. 2397p. illus. 
Unusually fine country background enriches this delightful fantasy of a home 
loving young man who feels himself destined to be a bachelor vagabond. 


Clarke, Arthur Charles, Coast of Coral. Harper. 1956. $3.95. 208p. illus. 
Entertaining and informative account of the delights and dangers of skin-diving 
along the Great Barrier Reef. 


Gipson, Frederick, Old Yeller. Harper. 1956. $2.75. 158p. illus. 
Old Yeller was an ugly, ornery mongrel dog but he'd tackle anything from an 
angry bear to a mad wolf to save his ‘Vexas frontier family. 


Hammond-Innes, Ralph, The Wreck of thesMary Deare. Knopf. 1956. 
93-75. 2069p. 
A first-rate tale of suspense, betrayal, and heroism involving the discovery of 


a drifting and deserted ship in the English Channel. 
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Hargrove, Marion, Girl He Left Behind. Viking. 1956. $2.95. 1g1p. 
Andy exchanges the life of a pampered civilian for that of a private in the new 
peace time army in a story full of humor and “succotash”. 










Hersey, John, Single Pebble. Knopl. 1956. $3.00, 181p. 


A young American engineer’s eventful journey by junk up the Yangtze River in 





search of a site for a dam, 










Hulme, Kathryn, Nun’s Story. Little, Brown. 1956. $4.00. 339p. 
After a devoted and challenging nursing career in Africa, Sister Luke, a Belgian 






nun, faces a major decision, 





Kane, Harnett, Miracle in the Mountains, Doubleday, 1956. $3.95. 320p. 
Inspiring story of Martha Berry's efforts to bring education to poor children of 


the Georgia mountains, 











Kennedy, John, Profiles in Courage. Harper. 1956. $3.50. 266p. illus. 


Crucial decisions of eight American statesmen which took courage and integrity. 









MacLean, Alstair, 17.M.S. Ulysses, Doubleday. 1956. $3.95. 316p. 
Vivid depiction of the sacrifices and courage of the exhausted, half-frozen crew 
of an English cruiser on World War IL convoy duty in the Arctic. 






Mallan, Lloyd, Men, Rockets, and Space Rats. Messner. 1956. $5.95. 
335p- illus. 
Detailed, but absorbing report on recent developments in American aeronautics, 






told in terms of the men who made them. 










Maughan, A. M., Harry of Monmouth. Sloane. 1956. $4.50. 440p. 
The colorful world of fifteenth-century England comes alive in this dramatic 
story of the boisterous young prince who became the great King Henry V. 






Merrill, Margaret, Bears in My Kitchen. McGraw-Hill Book Co. 1956. 
$3.95. 24gp. illus. 








4 Chicago girl who married a forest ranger tells many amusing and exciting 
S. national parks, 







episodes from their life in the U, 








Mikes, George, Leap Through the Curtain. Dutton, 1956. $3.50. 223p. 
illus. 

rue and exciting narrative of the experiences and marriage of two famous 
Hungarian ballet dancers and their flight from behind the iron curtain. 






Rawicz, Slavomir, Long Walk, Harper. 1956. $3.50. 239p. 
A well-told account of human endurance and heroism concerning seven escapees 
from a Siberian slave labor camp. 







Continued on page 36 
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PLANNING 'TOGETHER—SCHOOL 
LIBRARY AND PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Who Should ‘Take the Initiative? 


JEANNE Newuousre, Librarian, Polytechnic High School, Long Beach 
California, and Doris Ryper Warts, Coordinator of Work with 
Young People, Long Beach (California) Public Libvary. 


In an article written by the Joint Committee of the National Education 
Association and the American Library Association this significant state- 
ment was made: “Someone may ask, ‘Who should take the initiative in 
seeking to strengthen school and public library relationships?’ ‘The 
answer would be, ‘Whoever thinks of it first.’”” In Long Beach, this co- 
operation has existed for so long that those of us who are here now are 
concerned not with initiating but only with continuing, improving, and 
intensifying the close relationship between the two agencies which was 
established by administrators with vision many years ago. 

Since the basic desire of all librarians is to create and to hold an 
ever-increasing body of readers, it becomes obvious that one of the best 
ways to accomplish this goal is through cooperative effort. Long Beach 
school and public library administrators recognized this and encouraged 
their staffs to explore avenues of cooperation. Various plans have been 
put into effect by high school and public libraries in an effort to give 
better service to students, to stimulate reading and to build a_ bridge 
from the high school library to the public library which can serve the 
individual for a lifetime. 

Is the following predicament familiar to you? 


SCENE I. SCHOOL LIBRARY 


“Do you have The Count in an Tron Mask?” 

“Do you have a book about a hunchback?” 

“What's the name of that book about the three men?’ The school 
librarian finally manages to interrupt the excited chatter to ask whether 
they are, by any chance, talking about books by Dumas and why. The 
student replies, “I guess so, My teacher told us to read a book about 
France by a French author.” 


SCENE IT. Pusric LIBRARY. . 


“T want a book by Balzac.” ‘The librarian replies, “I’m sorry, but we 
haven’t any books by Balzac on the high school list.” “Well, my teacher 
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told me to read a book by Balzac or by that new teen-age writer—that 
French girl.” 

“[ just can’t believe that you have the assignment right. Just what did 
your teacher say?” 
“Well, she said I was supposed to read a book by a French writer and 
those are the only ones my mother could think of.” 












ScENE IIT. ‘THe SCHOOL oR PuBLIC LIBRARY. 










A student checks out five titles on France. Later, in comes another 
student who takes several more. ‘The collection is fast depleted before 
the librarian realizes that these are the eager ones who get to the library 
first to check out as many books as possible on a subject assigned to a 
large class. ‘Those who arrive later find no books. ‘Vhe librarian desper- 
ately goes through the Vertical Files and Readers Guide belatedly mark- 
ing, whatever she can find, ““Vemporary Reference.” 

This chaotic situation results from a lack of communication between 
teachers and school librarians, or between school and public librarians. 
The problem of garbled requests to fulfill school assignments is one of 
the most frustrating and one of the most unnecessary. This is the way 
we are trying to solve it in our area. Whenever possible, advance notice 
is given by the school librarian to the Coordinator of Work with Young 
People at the Public Library of assignments that are likely to result 
in a drain of all available resources from both library facilities. She in 
turn notifies branch libraries and departments concerned. We feel that 
we have achieved a considerable degree of cooperation in meeting this 
problem which creates an inequality of opportunity for students; a prob- 
lem which offends any conscientious librarian’s sense of justice. There 
are still gaps in our communications. Sometimes teachers have not given 
advance notice to the school librarian. Or the public librarian may be 
uncertain of the emphasis or interpretation expected by the school. But 
we are making a constant effort to perfect our channeling of information. 

The bugaboo of contests on specific subjects is another sphere in 
which cooperation works well. ‘The Supervisor of School Libraries sends 
to the public library Coordinator a copy of the current list of contests 
approved by the schools for student participation. She notifies public 
librarians of this, thus anticipating the possibility of a run on a particu- 
lar subject. 

In response to the City Librarian’s invitation, the Supervisor of 







































School Libraries has, for many years, made arrangements for high school 
librarians to be given the necessary released time to attend the monthly 
Young People’s Book Meetings at the public library. When a situation . 
arises which makes this impossible she attends the meetings herself thus . 
assuring both agencies of the continued value of joint book evaluation. 
These meetings have a two-fold purpose, First, they enable us all to s 
become personally acquainted and elicit a definite sense of contributing . 
M 
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Executive Board of Library Youth Council Plans a Meeting at the Long Beach Public Library. 


to a common purpose, Naturally on closer acquaintance we can anticipate 
each other’s needs, and problems, and feel much more free to assist with 
them. 

Second, these meetings give us a needed opportunity to share com- 
ments, review books of interest to our groups, and plan for worthwhile 
library activities. In this way, ordering information can be simplified, 
reviewing of pertinent books has more immediacy, and since the public 
library receives copies of new books more quickly than the schools, 
school librarians are kept abreast of recent titles. 

In addition to evaluating books for the annual public library recrea- 
tional reading list for high school students, we also exchange ideas and 
work on lists of books that serve a specific purpose. Since supplementary 
reading to fit in with a particular unit of study is a mutual problem we 
work together on subject bibliographies. For example, Family Life in 
Fiction or Biographies with a Vocational Slant. By pooling ideas, infor- 
mation, and book knowledge we not only save time but also improve our 
over-all service. 

In 1952, discussion between the Public Library Coordinator and high 
school librarians indicated a mutual desire to encourage youth parti- 
cipation in library activities. This led to the formation, the following 
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year, of a co-sponsored reading club which would not only fit into the 
school activities program but also be designed to continue during the 
summer. This was the beginning of ‘The Library Youth Council which 
now has a chapter in most of the public and Catholic high schools in 
the city. Ideas for programs come from the members and are implemented 
by the co-sponsors. Meetings are attended by both school and public li- 
brarians. Panel discussions are often moderated by faculty members from 
the various high schools and colleges in the city, Speakers for special pro- 
grams have included ministers, judges, authors and school or public 













library personnel. 

We have found this jointly sponsored club not only another very re- 
warding way of working together but also an excellent means of discov- 
ering and developing the reading interests of teen-agers. It gives us 
both an opportunity to encourage them to make use of their total library 











facilities. 

We also plan together a rather extensive program of reviews by 
public librarians for senior high schools and students every spring. Re- 
views are given to an average of three classes at a time either in the school 
library or other location large enough to hold the group. A list, distrib- 
uted to the total enrollment, is composed of new and old titles suggested 
at the joint meetings. Every effort is made to be sure that all of the books 
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are in every branch library and that a large percentage of them are in the 
school library. 

These reviews have proved to be a definite stimulus to reading. Re- 
quests for list books are received in both school and public libraries. 
In the schools, we can see that the students enjoy and benefit from these 
reviews, and from our statistics we know that circulation is stimulated. 
Requests continue to come in throughout the year and the book lists are 
always available at the circulation desk. ‘They have become a cherished 
tradition. . 

The public library rarely feels the same immediate impact as the 
school library but receives the majority of its requests during the sum- 
mer. Reviews seem to stimulate the good readers to read more and to 
encourage reluctant readers to at least give it a try. 

Peer-group initiated activities directed by school and public libraries 
plus an active program of reviews, joint meetings, and general coopera- 
tion seem to represent our school-public library relationship in Long 
Beach. We can always count on whole-hearted support from our col- 
leagues since our goals of service are the same, even though our methods 
sometimes differ. 


WORKSHOP ON CHILDREN’S LIBRARY MATERIALS 


The Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago announces the 
second of three annual workshops on the Evaluation of Library Materials 
for Children, to be held July 31-August 2, 1957. The 1957 Workshop will 
deal with library materials in the language arts and will cover audio- 
visual as well as printed materials. For further information, write to the 
Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, Chicago 37. 


MARSHALL FIELD AWARD TO MARGARET C, SCOGGIN 


“For demonstrating new approaches to the stimulation and guidance of 
young people’s reading,” Margaret C. Scoggin, Coordinator of Young 
Adult Services of the New York Public Library, received a citation and 
an award of $2000 on February 25, 1957. Miss Scoggin’s radio program, 
“Young Book Reviewers,” now in its eleventh year, was particularly 
honored in the presentation. This new Marshall Field awards program 


c 


was described in Top of the News, October 1956, page $5. 
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News of LIPPINCOTT Books 


AGES 3.6 
MR. CHARLIE’S CAMPING TRIP 


By EDITH THACHER HURD. Pictures by Clement 
Hurd. Mr. Charlie, who managed a gas station 
last year, now takes a jolly vacation in the 
mountains with Mrs. Charlie. 7x 8', 32 pp. Side- 
sewn, reinlorced binding. Feb. 27. $2.00 


THE TALE OF TINY TUTAK 


By HANNA WIIG. Illustrated in color by Svein 
Skauge. This little book, which fits nicely into a 
small reader's hands, tells the adventures of a 
brave Eskimo boy. 4 x 5%, 32 pp. 

March 13. $1.25 


AGES 6-10 
THREE PROMISES TO YOU 


By MUNRO LEAF. A cleor, easy-to-read descrip- 
tion of what the United Nations is about, and 
the three promises it made. Many delightful 
drawings by Mr. Leaf. 8% x 6%, 48 pp. Side- 
sewn, reinforced binding. Feb. 27. $2.00 


HELLO, MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE 


By BETTY MacDONALD. Pictures by Hilary 
Knight. Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle offers five hilarious 
new cures for difficult youngsters. Many pictures 
by the artist who created Eloise. 5% x8, 128 pp. 

March 13. $2.50 


AGES 8-10 
THE RIVER'S JOURNEY 


By ANNE MARIE JAUSS. Pictures on every page 
trace the river from its beginning to the sea. Text 
describes the river's uses. 7 x 8, 48 pp. Side- 
sewn, reinforced binding. March 13. $2.25 


AGES 8-12 


THE HONEST DOLLAR 


By DOROTHY SIMPSON. Pictures by Dorothy 
Bayley Morse. This new Maine island story by 
the author of Island in the Bay tells how Janie 
worked to achieve her secret ambition. 5% x 8, 
192 pp. Feb. 27. $2.75 


CHILDREN OF LIGHT 


By KATHERINE WIGMORE EYRE. Illustrated by 
Artur Marokvia. A moving and exciting story 
based on the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
in a desert cave. 6x 8%, 128 pp. 

April 24. $2.75 


CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH'S PAGE 


By MARION NESBITT. Illustrated by Douglas 
Gorsline. The founding of Jamestown 350 years 
ago, as seen through the eyes of ten-year-old 
Somvel Collier. 6x 8%, 96 pp. March 13. $2.50 


Illustration by 
MUNRO LEAF 


AGES 12-16 


THE ISLANDS OF HAWAII 


By BRADFORD SMITH. Illustrated with photo- 
gtophs. A vivid account of the history, geogra- 
phy and people of the Islands by an author who 
knows them well. 6 x 84%, 128 pp. Mar. 13. $2.75 


THE LAND AND PEOPLE 
OF BELGIUM 


By DOROTHY LODER. Illustrated with photo- 
gtophs. The newest addition to the Portraits of 
the Nations series introduces young readers to 
a small but ancient ond heroic land. 6 x 8%, 
128 pp. April 24. $2.75 


Revised Editions 


TELEVISION STORY 
by John J. Floherty IMlus. $3.00 


AVIATION FROM THE GROUND UP 
by John J. Floherty Illus. $3.00 


FLOWING GOLD 
by John J. Floherty Illus. $3.50 
GAMES AND STUNTS 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
by William P. Young 
and Horace J. Gardner $2.50 
YEAR-ROUND PARTY BOOK 
by William P. Young 
ond Horace J. Gardner $2.50 
101 THINGS FOR CHILDREN TO DO 
by L. B. and A. C. Horth $2.00 


YOUR FORESTS 
by Martha Bensley Bruere Illus. $3.50 


EVERYBODY'S WEATHER 
by Joseph Gaer Iilus. $3.50 


All books are cloth bound J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, East Washington Square, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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LIBRARY WORK WITH DEAF 
CHILDREN 


ParriciA Bb, Cory, Librarian, Lexington School for the Deaf, New 
York City. 


“Out of sight, out of mind.” ‘The old adage is true. We can not see deat- 
ness so we tend not to think about it. We can see the handicap of blind- 
ness. We think of it and have some measure of understanding when we 
pass a person with a sceing-eye dog. As librarians we understand a book 
in braille, or a talking book. But in the library profession, so little is 
thought about the handicap of congenital, or very early deafness, in 
children that I have grown quite accustomed to library colleagues who 
comment, “You work with the deaf—how interesting! ‘Then your books 
must be all in braille.” 

Shock and confusion follow the reminder that the children I work 
with are deaf and not blind. ‘True, deaf children can see the printed page 
and the bright pictures, but it doesn’t follow that they can understand 
and interpret them. Deaf children, like other children, certainly have nor- 
mal emotional and intellectual needs. ‘They are children first and our 
program of library activities is designed, we hope, to provide them with 
normally satisfying experiences in connection with books, films, maga- 
zines and newspapers. We tell them stories from the great body of chil- 
dren’s literature. We show them motion pictures and filmstrips. As they 
grow up into their ‘teens they give book reports, and we give them les- 
sons in how to use the library and reference tools, 

The program sounds familiar, doesn’t it? It sounds as if it were just 
the same as a hearing school. But there are differences. These children 
have never heard human speech. ‘They are not “dumb” for they are in- 
telligent. They are not “mute” for their vocal chords are unimpaired. Yet 
they can not, unaided, learn to talk, for never having heard human 
speech they are unable to reproduce it. Even more important, they do 
not acquire a considerable vocabulary or the ability to use connected 
language except through long and difficult years of study, ‘Vhink back 
for a moment to the time when you first studied French. How long was 
it before you had enough vocabulary to read simple French? How long 
before you had enough understanding of idiomatic French to read easily, 
and with relaxed pleasure, a French novel, newspaper, directions, recipes, 
or subject material using French textbooks? If you can recall these 
language difficulties, then try to imagine how much more difficult it 
would have been to learn French in silence—through lipreading and 
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without prior knowledge of the exact nature of language. ‘Then you 
may have some idea of the problems deaf children face. 

This communication handicap deeply aflects the librarian’s selection 
ol materials and techniques of storytelling, and makes library work with 
deaf children quite different from service to hearing children. ‘hose ol 
you who work in public and school libraries with children and young 
people can also perform a valuable service for the deaf by helping the 
occasional deaf child who may come your way. Welcome him, give him 
a break in story hour by letting him sit in front where he can see you. 
Be patient with him and help him to become a lifelong book user. 

The problem of selection of materials for deaf children is a chal- 
lenging one. ‘Vhe children’s chronological ages and emotional needs 
rather quickly outstrip their reading abilities, ‘This means we neces- 
sarily select a large number of picture books and are forced to use them 
at much higher age levels than we would in hearing schools. As every 
librarian will recognize, the use of immature subject material with 
older children sometimes makes for frustration and may bring about an 
emotional revulsion towards books and reading. We select many stories 
about familiar things, stories of home and mother and father, stories 
about school and the community. We use relatively few fanciful stories, 
and fairy tales are not particularly popular. ‘The world of make-believe 
is difficult for the deaf child to understand and the rich, beautiful lan- 
guage of the fairy tale becomes a nightmare of entanglement. Fairy tales 
have to be carefully introduced and used mostly in profusely-illustrated 
editions, such as those done by Marcia Brown. 

Just as the younger deaf children do not thoroughly enjoy fairy 
stories, so too with the older child, fiction is less popular while books 
of fact and biographies are extremely popular. Because of their rela- 
tively easy vocabularies both the Bobbs Merrill biographies and_ the 
Random House Landmark books are very useful with the teen-age deaf. 
Humorous stories are hard for the deaf to appreciate and books of hu- 
more of the kind exemplified by William Péne DuBois are seldom fully 
understood by the average deaf child. It seems that I walk a continuous 
tightrope trying to keep the collection understandable and useful. We 
are particularly eager for our youngsters to have successful experiences 
with books, but we don’t want to exclude the beautiful, the distinctive, 
or the classic. We want our children to stretch—to stretch their imagina- 
tions and their intellects. We don’t want the book collection to become 
stultified, so there is a continuous process of searching, judging, selecting 
of suitable books, the very essence of which is language, for a group of 
children suffering a severe language impairment. 

When we consider storytelling for the deaf, we have the same com- 
munication difficulty. The lack of language is the chief barrier. Only this 
time the language is the spoken rather than the printed word. For the 
story hour deaf children must have a pretty good lipreading vocabulary 
and must be sufficiently motivated (interested) to watch the storyteller’s 
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“Library work with deaf children is not easy . . . yet there are times of deep satisfaction,” 
as seen in this photograph of Mrs. Cory with a class in the Lexington School for the Deaf. 


lips, facial expression, and body movements intently. Lipreading is a 
strain. ‘T'ry it yourself some time. Many words look the same on the lips 
as do “rabbit” and “robin.’’ You must remember, therefore, to put what 
you have to say in context: “This is a story (or a movie) about a bird. 
The bird is a robin.” Or, ‘““This is a film, or a book, about an animal with 
long ears—a rabbit.” 

Indeed the whole basic presentation of a story differs. Anyone starting 
out, “Once upon a time there were four little rabbits and their names 
were Flopsy, Mopsy, Cotton ‘Tail, and Peter. They lived with thei 
mother in a sandbank underneath the root of a very big fir tree,” would 
have lost the audience after the first half dozen words. Deaf children 
of the age to enjoy Peter Rabbit would not have the slightest idea of the 
meaning of “sandbank,” “underneath,” “root,” “very,” or “fir tree,” and 
they would quite rightly refuse to watch the jumble of meaningless 
words on the lips. If you tried to teach the key words for the purpases 
of the story it would take some weeks and would be an utterly meaning 
less exercise anyway. So you set the stage for the story of Peter Rabbit 
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in language and through concepts which the deaf can understand. You 
establish that Peter is a little rabbit, that he has a mother and three 
sisters but no father (this last point you will return to later), and you 
also establish just why Mr. McGregor is going to be angry if Peter eats 
the cabbage. 

Be sure the children understand the title of the story and the kind 
of story into which they will be plunged. Georgie to the Rescue is a title 
which confused a bright class of eleven-year olds recently. I wrote the 
title on the blackboard and underlined the word “rescue.” It was abun- 
dantly clear that they did not immediately recognize “rescue,” but since 
their experiential background was rich they could be taught the mean- 
ing of this word in a matter of five minutes. Getting across the idea that B 
this was a humorous kind of story was also necessary through its telling. 

Involve the children immediately and intimately by questions, by 
getting them to try to deduce what is coming next, and by having them 
dramatize difficult sequences. Say the same thing over, paraphrasing so 
that the same idea is thrown at the children in several different sets of 
words. Use every visual prop available. Have a blackboard near the 
story-hour corner for writing key words and making stick drawings to 
clear up difficult points. Use the illustrations in the book. Hold up the 
book and use parts of the printed text when possible. Use toys and art 
objects when appropriate. I have a magnificent ark, for example, with 
many pairs of animals, which is wonderful as a device to help in telling 
the bible story. Use related motion pictures and filmstrips. Both the ]Cle 
motion picture and the book of Madeline are wildly popular in our 
school and each enhances the understanding and enjoyment of the other. 

Library work with deaf children is not easy, It is demanding and 
often frustrating and disappointing. Yet there are times of deep satis- 
faction as well, moments when the light of recognition and understand- ]pyx, 
ing dawn on a young face—occasions when all eight children in a class 
pull their chairs a little closer around the picture book in your lap and 
furrow their brows and concentrate intensely as they follow what you 
are saying. The deaf have to learn everything through their eyes, and 
books can be a source of information and pleasure to them always if they 
have experiences which lead them to realize the value of books. 


Cl 


Greg 


essu 


> 


Continued from page 2 


Truman, Margaret, Souvenir, McGraw-Hill Book Co. 1956. $3.95. 3965p. 
illus. 

These reminiscences of a famous White House daughter reveal a very likable 
and typical American girl. 





TOP OF THE NEWS far 


_ | RECENT CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


l 

s Recommended for first purchase by the Book Evaluation Committee, 
Children’s Library Association, This list was prepared under the 

d 


direction of RutTH WeEEDEN Stewart, Brooklyn Public Library, New 
e York. 


ie 
1- 
e 
1l- 
at Beaton-Jones, Cynon. The Adventures of So Hi; illus. by John Ward. 
g. Vanguard, 1956. $3.00. 
Dy A fairy tale about a Chinese boy who uses the tails of the Emperor's favorite 
m horses to make a string for his kite which carries him away to a strange land 
so where he meets a lonely and lovable dragon. 
ol . és , ; . 
ie Cleary, Beverly. Fifteen; illus. by Joe and Beth Krush. Morrow, 1956. 
‘ 2.75. 
to ee 
ine Phe author of the popular Henry Huggins ventures successfully into the teen- 
age field of writing. Jane, at fifteen, has all the problems and the usual dreams 
art of the average girl. A secret desire for a tall and handsome boy friend is not 
ith unusual but Jane makes it a very special dream. 
ing 
the |Clewes, Dorothy. The Secret; illus. by Sofia. Coward-McCann, 1956. $2.50. 
our The “secret” was a wonderful thing as all secrets should be. Kay and Rory shared 
a a hidden place, a forgotten garden, where they could play. This is a quiet story, 
her. : — 50! 8 . ie} I | ) 
| built on a child’s love for something to cherish as his very own. A sort of junior 
me Episode of Sparrows. 
aAtIS- 
ind- TElkin, Benjamin. Gillespie and the Guards; illus. by James Daugherty. 
lass Viking, 1956. $2.50. 
and A gleaming medal set with diamonds is the reward received by the boy, Gillespie, 
you when he succeeds in fooling the three royal guards who have the sharpest eyes 
and in all the world. The simple method used by Gillespie will be enjoyed by the 
they story hour crowd. Handsome and lively pictures enhance the story. 
Gregor, A. S. The Little Elephant; illus. by Ylla, Harper, 1956. Tr. ed. 
$2.50. Lib. ed. $3.25. 
The famous photographer, Ylla, has presented a baby elephant to the very 
young in a book of wonderful pictures. The accompanying text tells the story of 
little Japu and how he Jed the parade. 
essup, R. F. The Wonderful World of Archaeology; illus. by Norman 
Battershill and Kenneth Symonds, Garden City, 1956. $2.95. 
365p: Ageless in appeal, this presentation of the ancient world shows the reconstruction 
e “ . bh . . . 
of history through archaeological research. ‘The dramatic illustrations make the 
likable reader feel he is an eye-witness to discoveries of the past. 
ikable 


Continued on page 41 
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MILLIONS OF FRIENDS FOR 
LIBRARIES 







ELIZABETH STAYER MARGULIs, Chairman of Reading and Library 
Service, National Congress of Parents and Teachers. 







The accepted attitude of the community towards the public library has 
been plainly described in the report of the Public Library Inquiry, It 
says, “The public library in the United States is taken for granted . . . 
It takes its place with the courthouse, the school, the church and the 
town hall as an integral part of the American scene.” 

On casual reading, this statement gives the librarian a comfortable 
feeling of regard and traditional acceptance, but on thoughtful con- 
sideration of the implications, it can only make him and his Board feel 
insecure. For the library has been Jumped with institutions which have 
an intrinsic dynamic function which it does not share, since its oppor- 
tunities to give service must be sought, and the regard of the public for 




























their value earned, because they do not naturally come to public at- 
tention in the daily routine. | 

This fact becomes painfully obvious when the library’s fiscal sup- f 
port is considered, along with budgets for other community services, . 
by legislative bodies. In a day when it is customary for every man to 
serve as an active lobbyist for his own pet community interest, citizen ( 
support can almost literally be measured by the numbers who appear as : 
advocates. The numbers, and the quality of their pleas are of great im- ; 
portance. 

The Public Library Inquiry recognizes that library’s advocates come u 
from among those whom it serves when it advises that active and appre- — ™ 
ciative library users are the most effective means of getting governmental ms 
approval of a modern library program and the funds to support it. It was th 
succinctly phrased for me several years ago by a legislator to whom I F ,, 
was outlining the needs for an increase in a library budget: “No one who § ¢,, 
votes in my district cares about the library, so IT won’t support the in- o 





crease. 

This attitude that those who care tell their legislators, one of the 
safeguards of the democratic process, makes it apparent that cultivating 
political appeal is an added challenge in justifying a library’s existence. 
And the very size of the average librarian’s task makes this the respon- 
sibility of those whom the library serves and those who believe in the 
need for these services in a community. 

In some communities these believers have formally organized them- 
selves as Friends of the Library, and they function effectively in pro 
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Colorful, new 


Golden Book». 


for Spring, 1957 


Walt Disney’s OUR FRIEND THE ATOM. For 
young scientists: 125 color pictures by the 
Walt Disney Studio illustrate Heinz Haber’s 
lucid, fascinating history of atomic research 
— from Galileo to Einstein and Fermi. Grades 
5-up. Just published. Goldencraft Library 
Binding $6.65 (net $4.99). 


Walt Disney’s SECRETS OF LIFE. By Ruther- 
ford Platt. The story of the marvels of nature 
— animal, plant, and mineral. With more than 
100 color kodachromes and black-and-white 
drawings. Based on Walt Disney’s latest True- 
Life Adventure film. Grades 5-up. Just pub- 
lished. Goldencraft Library Binding $4.00 
(net $2.99). 


LANDS OF THE BIBLE. By Samuel Terrien. A 
masterfully combined atlas and picture-his- 
tory of the Holy Land, from Old and New 
Testament times to the present. With more 
than 100 full-color photographs, paintings, 
and relief maps. Grades 5-up. April. Golden- 
craft Library Binding $5.32 (net $3.99). 


A new Fun-to-Learn Book: 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. A sprightly quiz- 
and-picture book in full color. Grades 2-3. Just 
published. Goldencraft Library Binding $2.25 
(net $1.69). 


FAVORITE AMERICAN SONGS. Edited by 
Margaret Bradford Boni. Words and music 
for 46 nostalgic American favorites. Delightful 
color pictures on every page. Grades 5-H.S. 
Just published. Goldencraft Library Binding 
$2.92 (net $2.19). 


MY FIRST BOOK ABOUT GOD. Jane Werner 
Watson tells the lovely story of the wonders 
of the universe and its Creator. Color pictures 
by Eloise Wilkin. Washable pages. Grades 
K-1. Just published. Goldencraft Library 
Binding $2.52 (net $1.89). 


DOG, CAT, AND HORSE STORIES. Favorites 
from three Golden Books, collected in one 
giant-sized volume. Crammed with wonderful 
full-color pictures by Rojankovsky. Grades 
4-5. Just published. Goldencraft Library Bind- 
ing $4.25 (net $3.19). 


Walt Disney’s PERRI. Big color pictures illus- 
trate the story of Perri, the baby squirrel who 
lives with her family in a hollow tree in the 
forest. Grades 2-3. Coming March. Golden- 
craft Library Binding $2.52 (net $1.89). 


New Golden Nature Guide: 

WEATHER: A Guide to Phenomena and Fore- 
casting. By Herbert S. Zim, Ph.D.; Paul E. 
Lehr, Senior Meteorologist, U.S. Air Force 
Weather Central; and R. Will Burnett, Ph.D. 
An encyclopedia of weather. 300 color pic- 
tures. Grades 5-up. Just published. Golden- 
craft Library Binding $1.95 (net $1.49). 


THE FOUR SEASONS. By William P. Gottlieb. 
50 superb kodachromes and a delightful story 
follow the adventures of Billy and his dog 
through the changing seasons. A big book 
(size 9 5/16 x 12%) for little readers (Grades 
2-4). March. Goldencraft Library Binding 
$2.52 (net $1.89). 


For a complete list of Golden Books in Goldencraft Library Binding, write to 
SIMON AND SCHUSTER, Educational Division, 136 West 52nd Street, New York 19 

















moting libraries. However, when the need for such an organization is 
considered by most communities, the cry is justifiably raised that there 
are already too many organizations and too many meetings. Since there 
are many organizations in most communities that have already com- 
mitted themselves to promoting library services as one of their programs, 
it seems expedient for the local librarian and his Board to cultivate this 
already organized and functioning group of potential friends. 

I think of three large national organizations, with thousands of local 
units, which are now and have been embarked on specific programs of 
extension of library services and encouraging public support for libraries. 
‘hey are the National Congress of Parents and ‘Teachers, the General 
Federatiptr of Women’s Clubs and the Junior Chambers of Commerce; 
their programs have been effective in local communities, the States and 
even nationally. ‘Vhis last effectiveness was pointed up during the hear- 
ings before the House Education Committee on the L ibrary Services bill 
when testimony was read for a State Director of the Budget who gave 
as his principal argument in favor of the bill, “The P'TA and the Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs are for it!” 

Despite well-defined national programs, their adoption by local units 
of the organizations is dependent frequently upon local stimulus, and the 
library must go out into the community and provide the stimulus. In 
most cases, the offer of the library to help in developing programs in 
local organizations will be received gratefully. 

Every community has many organizations in addition to the three 
mentioned, which are potential friends, Most of them, too, are formed 
around some common interest, with adult education as the primary or 
incidental aim of the group. Always this aim is realized through pro- 
grams. Although they recognize the need for materials around which to 
center their study, for some reason mysterious to a habitual library user, 
they often overlook the public library as a source. ‘Therefore, the public 
library, the community institution specializing in adult education, must 

take the first step and go beyond the ivory walls and annually (in order 
to reach the new leaders) offer their resources for program materials to 
meet the need, and even make suggestions for worthwhile programs. 

A public institution with which the public library cooperates, also 
a potential source of friends, is the public school system. Sometimes the 
only interchange between schools and public libraries is the mutual 
charge of encroachment on one another’s territory. Obviously, this is 
unlikely, since few adequate libraries exist in elementary schools, and 
the public libraries provide almost the only service in the most important 
age for formation of the reading habit. Because of limited open hours 
and often limited collections, the public library supplements and com- 
plements the services of high school libraries, and it seems that more 
cooperation on matters of mutual concern would contribute to more 
effective services by both. 

The public librarian would advance the cause of all library service, 
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Le Witt, Jan (Lewitt, Jan). The Vegetabull; illus. by the author. Har- 
court, 1956. $3.00. 
In this picture book with strong deep colors, Yorick, a young and adventurous 
bull, living on the island of Mandolia (where mandolins grow on trees) wearies 
of eating grass. One fine evening he eats all the vegetables in the walled garden 
and turns into a Vegetabull. 

Sawyer, Ruth. The Enchanted Schoolhouse; illus. by Hugh ‘Troy. Viking, 
1956. $2.50. 
Those who love an Irish tale will enjoy the adventures of young Brian Boru 
when he travels to America with a leprechaun. It is hard to leave Donegal but 
with a fairy man for a companion it is a truly wonderful experien€ée to come to 
Lobster Cove in Maine. The magic that follows sets all the village astir. 

Steiner, Charlotte. A Friend Is “Amie”; illus. by the author. Knopf, 1956. 
Tr. ed. $2.50. Lib. ed. $2.75. 
In a picture book for little girls an international friendship is depicted. “In two 
neighboring houses/ lived two little girls;/ Milly’s hair was dark/ Lili had blond 
curls./ Milly came from a town named Harris/ Whereas Lili had come/ In a 
big ship from Paris!” 

Titus, Eve. Anatole; illus. by Paul Galdone. Whittlesey House, 1956. 
$2.00. 


Anatole, a happy and contented French mouse, is the father of six charming 
children, He is a respectable business mouse as well, being the chief cheese taste1 
in a cheese factory. Illustrations and text give a wonderful picture of mice wend 
ing their way through the streets of Paris. 


Tudor, ‘Tasha, 7 Ts One; illus. by the author. Oxford, 1956. $2.75. 
One may count up to 20 in this delightful picture counting book, Each page is 
wreathed with delicate flowers framing ‘Tasha Tudor’s quaint, old-fashioned 
illustrations, 


and especially the development of the reading habit in children, if he 
would join in the programs of the National Congress, particularly, and 
the professional library organizations to direct public attention to the 
importance of elementary school libraries. 

It would be difficult to estimate exactly how many citizens belong 
to some kind of organization with a direct or indirect interest in some 
phase of adult education; an attempt at an estimate can be made using 
the 10,000,000 members of the PTA alone, that 25,000,000 potential 
friends of libraries are now organized. It requires only aggressiveness on 
the part of librarians to desert the two-dimensional, taken-for-granted 
place the Public Library Inquiry has assigned to the library in the com- 
munity backdrop and make these 25,000,000 organization members active 
advocates and, in fact, friends of libraries. 
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BOOK ‘TALKS VIA CONVERSATION 






PAULINE WINNICK, Readers Advisor for Young Adults, Boston Public 
Library. 










Why not introduce books to young adults by demonstrating their spar- 
kling or serious qualities in a stimulating conversation? When two 
people talk to each other “spontaneously” about a subject in an informal 
yet informed fashion, each can weave in credit lines to the books in hand. 




































In this way the interest in the books is whetted as the subject develops in 
the conversation. ‘ 

When the first such conversation was initiated in Boston in 1952, / 
both of the librarians who participated were tremendously exhilarated F 
and excited by its effect on the young adults, ‘Theater was the subject , 
programmed at the group’s request. On either side of a coffee table in \ 
the central library’s Little Theatre, surrounded by carefully selected 
and brightly jacketed books—all within reach—sat a young adults’ li- 8 
brarian and the readers advisor for young adults. Facing them were some si 
forty YWCA members, ages eighteen to thirty-five. Relaxed by the songs 
from South Pacific and Oklahoma which greeted them as they arrived, D 
they had obviously enjoyed the eighteen-minute film On Stage (produced B) 
by the March of ‘Time,) about a young girl, eager to be an actress, win- Vi 
ning her first opportunity in Maxwell Anderson’s Anne of the Thousand Th 
Days. 

ine P . : : : By 

he opening line of the conversation took advantage of the mood i 
which had been carefully established, and continued the thought line olf A 
the film: “An actress is never a solo performer. She speaks someone else’s T 
lines, depends on the entire cast for her effectiveness as well as her cues, . 
on the director for her delivery, and on the costume designer, lighting “4 
technician, and makeup artist for her appearance.” (Samachson, Let's 
meet the theatre. Abelard, 1954) All are responsible—together with her TH 
own performance—for her striking a spark with the audience. (Selden. By 
First steps in acting. Appleton, 1947.) With the cue “audience” there fol- o 
lowed an exchange on the different kinds of audiences—adult, juvenile, 
opening-night, and others. Empathy was illustrated with dramatic and FO 
comic anecdotes. Through the recent development of theaters-in-the- By . 
round, the audience has become closer than ever to the play and the Mus 
players. (Jones. Theatre-in-the-round. Rinehart, 1951.) Audiences through he 
the ages, in different ways, have expressed their pleasure or displeasure THE 
with performances. Which, though, was a more valid response, the ap- By k 

Must 
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VIKING JUNIOR BOOKS 
Spring 1957 


ANNIE’S SPENDING SPREE 
By Nancy Dingman Watson 


Illustrated by Aldren A. Watson 
Fun spending birthday money. Ages 3-6 $2.50 


NOT ONE MORE DAY 


Story and Pictures by Donna Hill 
A tiny Mexican buys a burro. Ages 3-6 $2.50 


BIANCO AND THE NEW WORLD 


Story and Pictures by Tony Palazzo 
A burro joins a N. Y. circus. Ages 4-7 $2.75 


MADELINE AND THE BAD HAT 


Story and Pictures by Ludwig Bemelmans 
More fun with Madeline. Ages 5-8 $3.50 


BOZY AND ALL THE CHILDREN 


Story and Pictures by Dorothy Ivens 
A dog joins an all-child town. Ages 4-7 $2.00 


DANCING CLOUD 


By Mary and Conrad Buff 
Vivid picture of Navajo life. Ages 7-10 $3.00 


THE GARDEN UNDER THE SEA 


By George Selden 
Illustrated by Garry MacKenzie 
A lobster’s and crab’s garden. Ages 8-12 $2.75 


THE UNINVITED DONKEY 


By Anne White. Illustrated by Don Freeman 
Hilarious visit of a donkey. Ages 8-12 $2.75 


THAT JUD! 


By Elspeth Bragdon 


Ilustrated by Georges Schreiber 
An orphan finds he belongs. Ages 9-12 $2.50 


FOLLOW MY LEADER 
By James B. Garfield 


Illustrated by Robert Greiner 
A blind boy’s cheering story. Ages 9-12 $2.75 


THE CROW AND THE CASTLE 


By Keith Robertson 


Illustrated by Robert Greiner 
Mystery about a chess rook. Ages 10-13 $2.50 


JEXIUM ISLAND 


By Madeleine Grattan 


Illustrated by William Péne du Bois 
Stolen children on an island. Ages 10-13 $2.75 


THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE 


By Carolyn Sherwin Bailey 


Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley Morse 
Modern school days in N, H. Ages 10-13 $2.50 


ELEPHANT BRIDGE 


By Jeffrey Potter 


Illustrated by Roberta Moynihan 
A Burmese boy’s adventures. Ages 10-15 $2.50 


THE HUNDRED AND ONE 
DALMATIANS 
By Dodie Smith 


Illus. by Janet and Anne Grahame-Johnstone 
Humorous “dognaping.”” All Ages $2.75 


TOTO’S TRIUMPH 


By Claire Huchet Bishop. 


Illustrated by Claude Ponsot 
Life with a French family. Ages 12-15 $2.50 


THE SINGING BOONES 


By Dale White. Illus. by Dorothy Bayley Morse 
Western Romance in the 1850s. Ages 12-15 
$2.75 


MEN OF MEDICINE 


By Katherine B. Shippen 


Illustrated by Anthony Ravielli 
Distinguished doctors. H. 8. Age up $3.50 


THE NEXT FIFTY BILLION 
YEARS 


By Kenneth Heuer 


Illustrated by Chesley Bonestell 
Astronomical possibilities. H. S. Age up $3.00 


Send for our 
free illustrated catalogue 


THE VIKING PRESS 
625 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
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Pauline Winnick (left) and Jane Manthorne, a Boston Young Adults Librarian, share a book 
talk by way of conversation. 


plause of a packed house or the critics’ contempt? (Anderson. Off Broad- 
way. Sloane, 1947.) 

With the hazards and insecurities of the profession, what compensa- 
tions make an actor, an actress, endure all for a place on the boards? 
(Denis. Your career in show business. Dutton, 1948.) Career considera- 
tions were followed by stories of famious tragedians, comedians, musical 
comedy and vaudeville stars—their stage successes and personal lives. 
(Blum. Pictorial history of the American theatre. Greenberg, 1950.) And 
for the climax, we introduced a few of the plays, the wonderful plays 
themselves, through which actors communicate their thrilling talents 
to all of us. Our audience joined in sooner than we expected, offering 
personal reactions to the local theaters in the round, Afterwards they 
stayed to hear a ten-minute selection from the recording of Shaw’s Don 
Juan in Hell. They borrowed the books and recordings avidly. They asked 
for (and got) another program at a later date on another subject which 
was also of their own choosing. 

We have learned that spontaneity is preserved by not having a pre 
pared script; merely some artfully hidden notes to keep the conversation 
going in the right direction. While the audience adds to the discussion, 
the subject can be kept in hand. We do not over-rehearse and ad libs 
are expected, whether or not they break up the conversationalists. The 
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audience always appreciates this diversion. This conversation is really 
shared. In no case does one person claim the spotlight for more than ap- 
proximately two minutes. There is real dual billing for the fifteen to 
thirty-minute performance. 

The usefulness of the conversation technique has been tested in other 
types of programs as well as other subjects. ‘The readers advisor for young 
adults and a high school librarian, in front of a large high school as- 
sembly, have discussed the kinds of services and books available to 
serious and action-minded young people, in order to increase use of 
school and public libraries. Before the heads of history departments in 
Boston high schools the conversation technique was used to communicate 
our method of selecting new books and using older ones with the city’s 
young adults. By the way, volunteer reviewers for new histories and his 
torical novels were recruited as a bonus result of this program. 

‘Two people who enjoy sharing their tastes with their public as well 
as with each other and who can respond to one another's cues—scheduled 
and unscheduled—will certainly gain as well as give a good deal of plea- 
sure by way of such conversations. For whatever age audience, it is a 
tremendously stimulating experience. 


1957 E. P. DUTTON-JOHN MACRAE AWARD 
Applications are now being received for the 1957 E. P. Dutton-John 
Macrae Award of $1,000 for advanced study in the field of library work 
with children and young people, which will be presented at the annual 
conference of the American Library Association in Kansas City this June. 
April 15th is the deadline for receipt of applications for this year’s award. 

Librarians working with children and young people in either public 
libraries or in schools are eligible to apply. They must be professionally 
trained and must have had at least three years of successful professional 
experience. The award may be used for formal advanced study in li- 
brarianship, or in such related fields as psychology, education, literature, 
or sociology. It may also be used for informal advanced study through 
directed service in an established children’s or young people’s depart- 
ment in a public or a school library, or through other appropriate 
projects. 

For further details and application blanks write to Nancy Jane Day, 
Chairman, E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award Committee, State Depart- 
ment of Education, Columbia, South Carolina. 
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RECENT ADULT BOOKS FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


Recommended by an AYPL Committee: Jo ANN CAHILL, Taylor 
Memorial Library, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio; FLORENCE BAyLes, Cleve 
land Public Library, Ohio; Racher. Wayne, Cleveland Heights Pub- 
lic Library, Ohio, Chairman, 


Allen, Fred. Much Ado About Me. Little, 1956. $5.00. 


Despite his family’s objections, Fred Allen turned from a respectable library job 
to an uncertain career in the theatre. This is his witty account of the life and 
death of vaudeville. 


Cadell, Elizabeth. J Love a Lass. Morrow, 1956. $3.50. 


A gay, lighthearted tale of a handsome, rich young Englishman, his more con 
servative, but equally handsome friend, two lovely girls and an eccentric Countess 


who acts as a Catalyst, 


Catton, Bruce. This Hallowed Ground; the Story of the Union Side of 
the Civil War. Doubleday, 1955, 1956. $5.95. 
This excellent recreation of history is a companion volume to Clifford Dowdey’s 
The Land They Fought For which tells the southern side of the Civil War. 
For mature readers. 


Folsom, Franklin, Exploring American Caves, Their History, Geology, 
Lore, and Location: a Spelunker’s Guide. Crown, 1956, $5.00. 
A readable account of caves for the older young person interested in natural 


science. 


Harriman, M. C. Blessed Are the Debonair; illus. by Mircea Vasiliu. 
Rinehart, 1956. $3.50. 
he daughter of the owner of the famous Algonquin Hotel in New York City 
recalls her life there, She remembers humorous anecdotes of many celebrities and 
would-be celebrities who made it an exciting hotel in the 1g20’s and 1930's. 


For sophisticated readers, 


Jennings, J. E. The Wind In His Fists; a Novel of Ireland and Spain and 
Barbary, in the Middle of the Sixteenth Century: of the Struggle 
Between Christendom and Islam, the Power of the Turks in the 
Mediterranean, and the Terror of the “Scourge of Allah,” 1557- 
1571. Holt, 1956. $3.95. 

Service in the English army, on a Spanish galley, and eventually the captaincy 
of a pirate ship on the Mediterranean were destined for 6’ 6” Denis O'’Moore 
in the mid-16th century, Novel for older young people. 
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Mehdevi, A. S. From Pillar to Post; illus. by John Teppich. Knopf, 1956. 
$3.75. 
Ihe author of Persian Adventure continues the chronicle of her family’s adven 
tures. With the children they visit Mexico, Vienna, and Majorca, among other 


places. 


Moody, Ralph. The Home Ranch; illus. by Edward Shenton, Norton, 


1956. 93.50. 
After his father’s death, “Little Britches” spends a summer on a Colorado ranch 


working with the regular cowhands and earning a man’s wages. 


Russell, Ek. F. Three To Conquer. Bouregy, 1956. $2.50. 
Wade Harper had a talent for telepathy which he was reluctant to use until he 
realized that unless he went into action, three sinister fugitives would conquer 
all humanity. For older readers. 


Smith, D. E. Beyond the Gates. Dutton, 1956. $3.50. 
Lydia, an orphan waif, was taken into the Howard family. As she served them, 
their warmth and love were great enough to cover her earlier fears. Novel for 
older girls. 


Stark, Phyllis. 7 Chose a Parson; illus. by Vito Giallo. Oxford, 1956. $3.50. 


Ihe wife of an Episcopalian minister recalls the many interesting, amusing, and 
inspiring moments of their lives together. 


Street, J. H. Captain Little Ax. Lippincott, 1956. $3.95. 
Litthe Ax Trowbridge, pint-size and under-age, organized the Cradle Company 
from a group of unregimented youngsters. Unrecognized by the regular Con 
federate Army, they contributed an effective service throughout the war, 


Tharp, L. H. Three Saints and a Sinner: Julia Ward Howe, Louisa, 
Annie and Sam Ward, Little, 1956. $5.00. 


A family biography of Julia, Louisa and Annie, called the saints, and of thei 
gay, reckless brother, Sam, termed the sinner. Each became distinguished ‘in his 


own right. 


Thomas, L. J. Seven Wonders of the World. Hanover House, 1956. $6.05. 


Lowell Thomas recounts the 10,000 mile trip which was a “quest around the 
globe for modern wonders of the world.” ‘The book contains much more than 
the Cinerama production of the same name. Many photographs in color are 


included, 


FIRST MELCHER SCHOLARSHIP TO BE AWARDED 

IN JUNE, 1957 

The Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship will be given for the first time in 
June, 1957 at the ALLA Conference. Chairman of the Melcher Scholarship 
Committee is Harriet G. Long, School of Library Science, Western Re 
serve University, Cleveland 6, Ohio. Applications for the scholarship 
must be submitted to the Chairman before May 1, 1957. Information 
about the requirements may be obtained from the Chairman. 


= 
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A BOOK TO REMEMBER 








Third in a series of reviews of books which have stood the test of time. 


The Treasure of the Isle of Mist, by W. W. ‘Varn; illustrated by 
Robert Lawson. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1934. 










‘There are a few rare books that haunt the mind like a recurring melody. 
Such a one is The Treasure of the Isle of Mist. “A fairy tale for my daugh- 
ter,” says the author, But to the perceptive reader, it is far more than a 
charming fantasy. It is a testament of faith in the goodness of life, a 
reaffirmation of intrinsic values. Beauty and wisdom, wonder and mystery, 
love of nature, and deep human understanding are here. The sheer 
beauty of language, the felicity of phrase, the piquant word add im 
measurably to the vitality and freshness of the tale. 

Fiona and her father lived in a little gray house on the windswept 
shore of the Isle of Skye, on a sea-loch shrouded in mist and honeycombed 
with caves. Fiona was “long-legged, had a warm heart, and a largish size 
in shoes.” ‘The Urchin was a very real boy “with a propensity for throw- 
ing stones.” Adventure touched with magic enters the story when the old 
Hawker gives to Fiona the gift of the search for the treasure of the Isle 
of Mist. When she asked if she could take the Urchin with her, the 
Hawker replied, “hat depends upon his capacity to go.” 

‘The elusive search lures the children to a haunted cave where the 
Urchin mysteriously disappears—‘“carried away by the Little People.” 
Fiona learns that she is the only one who can rescue him and she must 
go alone. On her way to the Fairy World she encounters obstacle after 
obstacle, but her courage, pluck and good sense help her overcome them 
all. She is able at last to release the Urchin from his strange captivity. 
In the end Fiona discovers the treasure, which for her, is the spirit of the 
island she loved so well. 

After closing the book, the reader marvels anew at the power of [an- 
tasy to present a truth. It is not surprising to learn that the author Wil- 
liam Woodthorpe ‘Tarn is a distinguished scholar, historian, and Knight 
of the Thistle. And to make it all doubly interesting, he married a Flora 
MacDonald, descendant of the courageous Scotswoman who helped 
Bonnie Prince Charlie escape to the Isle of Skye. 

































EveLyn R, Sickets, Supervisor of Work with Children, Indianapolis 
Public Library, Indiana. 
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Suit 
MOST APPEALING SPRING LIST 


IN OUR HISTORY! 
i New “I Want To Be Books” 


Consultant: Dr. Paul Witty Author: Carla Green 


Launched only last fall, this series now totals eight titles. Curious young readers 
fll in their knowledge of the grown-up work world around them through these 
educational hooks, Carefully controlled vocabulary and text continuity encourage 
‘read through ” Eye-appealing 2-color treatment throughout; well illustrated: large, 
_ clear type. Specially printed cloth covers (reimforced) with jackets. Grades Kyg-3 


) 


32 pages. Net to Schools and Libraries $1.50 


MANA I Want To Be a Bus Driver 


ariC hh fu 


1 Want To Be a Dairy Farmer 
I Want To Be a Fisherman 


Ly 
" 3} I Want To Be a Nurse 
pt 


ed tei, 2 New “True” Books! 


170 5 . This group now numbers 38 titles in a popular 

series that stimulates youngsters’ initiative in read 
W- “ , ing and their sustained reading interest. Grades 
Id ae Ky-4, Consultant: Hla Podendorf, of the University 
iC b of Chicago Lab School. Cloth-reinforced. Net to 
isle - ie * Schools and Libraries $1.50. 


the ea the true boot ot Pigneerg the true boots ot Reptiles 
by Mabel Harmer by Lois Ballard 


the ’ " Inspiring true accounts of the courage Here, in full color -the fascinating liv 
le.” , of our country’s trail-blazing pioneers ing world of reptiles! Interesting infor 
ce. A Junior Literary Guild selection mation and beautiful pictures. 


ust fo7 
ter ma Le. Op 2 New Fun Titles beet 
em ‘ F . IA 


“— on Ag T Fun-Time Window Garden J. Hamilton Hamster 
the c . by Emogene Cooke — by Janet Konkle 


The 4th in the “Fun-Time” series of A delightful sequel to the author’s kit 
; crafts books, for doing things with ten books. J. Hamilton has a house and 
an- ars materials at hand. Harnesses the child's food. But he has a dreadful time mak 
. ~ creative interest by showing him how ing friends. With good humor, and fol 
Vil- Ww: to grow his own garden. Two-color il lowing sound advice, he overcomes his 
: lustrations. Cloth-reinforced. © Grades sad situation. Cloth-reinforced, Grades 
ght ‘++ 3.5, 32 pages. Net to Schools and Li Kg-3. Net to Schools and Libraries 
braries -$1.88. $1.88, 
ora 


ped 


oli cat Childrens Press 


Jackson & Racine, Chicago 7, Ill. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 










A quarterly listing selected by a committee of Chicago children’s 
librarians: Karuryn C. Ezece, EvizAperu L. Kinc, Hazen WeEIN- 
STEIN, HeLen EK. BouGcu, Chairman. 










Batchelder, Mildred L. “Children’s Books You, ‘loo, Will Like.” Today's 
Health, Vol. 34 (November 1956) p. 24-28. 

Miss Batchelder writes an introduction to Lel’s Read Together; a Selected List 
of Read-Aloud Books for Group and Family Fun, compiled by Virginia Haviland. 
Additional copies of Miss Haviiand’s list may be obtained for five cents each from 
Campbell & Hall Inc., g8g Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass. 








Beggs, Berenice. “Children’s Books Help ‘To Mold Attitudes.” The In- 
. . J a; ] ie or mar oOg-¢ 

structor, Vol. LXVI (November 1956) p. 33-34. 

A short discussion on what children’s literature can do in developing favorable 

attitudes toward those of other races, followed by an annotated list. 








Day, N. J. “Book Lovers Will Be Good Readers.” The Instructor, Vol. 






















LXVI (November 1956) p. 13+. ; 
How a school librarian can use books with children in developing self undet | 
standing and self appreciation is adequately revealed by the writer, 4 
Dempsey, David. “The Magic’s In the ‘Telling.” New York Times Book : 
Review, Vol. CVI, Part Il (November 18, 1956) p. 53. : 
° ° . ' y ° ° P . : 
This account of story-telling in the New York Public Library’s branches is a ‘ 
dramatic example of how a new audience is being won for good books, 
St 
Henne, Frances. “Helping Johnny and Janie ‘To Read.” Saturday Review, " 
J mW WN 4 ] ie ay — ef ~ 
Vol. XXXIX (November 17, 1956) p. 47+. 
Dr. Henne gives three principles for action: that every child reach the best of C 
his reading ability; that good books are made easily accessible to all children; di 
and that adults concerned with children’s reading be provided with a knowledge 5 
appropriate and sufficient for this purpose. 
\ 
Hodges, Elizabeth. “Parents Can Help At Home.” The Instructor, Vol. sp 
. J ] if : ~ " « 
LXVI (November 1956) p. 18-20. of 
Practical ideas to interest parents in children’s reading are presented for teachers. 
= , ; ; a se th 
Smart, L. E. “Keep ‘Them Reading By Charts.” American Childhood, o 
' . . ( 
Vol. 42 (November 1956) p. 13. ‘a 
« 
Although this is written for the teacher to use in the school room, children’s he 
librarians can use the ideas for story hour attendance. : 
in 
Zimmerman, V. E. ““The Newbery Award.” The Instructor, Vol. LXVI an 
(November 1956) p. 29-30. lh 
The history of the Newbery Award is stated briefly for the beginning teacher 
TOP OF THE NEWs § MA 
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CELEBRATIONS FOR 


ANNE 


CARROLL 


MOORE 





Anne Carroll Moore 


FRANCES LANDER SPAIN, Coordinator of Children’s Services, The New 
York Public Library. 


The New York Public Library celebrated in 1956 the fiftieth anniversary 
of the establishment of a department of work with children and the ap- 
pointment of Anne Carroll Moore as its first supervisor. Various activities 
and programs related to this occasion were presented during the year. 

In May Annis Duff, author of Bequest of Wings and Longer Flight 
inaugurated a series of lectures on children’s books and reading which 
is expected to be an annual spring event. As the title of her lecture, 
“Pastime and Happiness—The Family Reads ‘Vogether,” indicates, this 
series is planned to attract the general public, parents, and teachers, as 
well as professional people. 

The regular November Book Week meeting which was held in the 
Central Children’s Room combined the annual exhibition of original 
drawings and paintings from titles included in the list, “Children’s Books 
Suggested as Holiday Gifts, 1956,” with the fiftieth anniversary program. 
William Péne du Bois and Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt were the guest 
speakers, with greetings and welcome given by Morris Hadley, President 
of the Library and Edward G. Freehafer, the Director, 

As a special feature of this meeting, John Mackenzie Cory, Chief of 
the Circulation Department, presented to. Miss Moore, in absentia, a 
morocco-bound volume of essays which had been written by outstanding 
leaders in the field of children’s books and library service as a tribute to 
her. Some of these essays cover the history of library work with children 
in The New York Public Library, describe the Central Children’s Room, 
and recall personal experiences in the Library. Others discuss writing, 
illustrating, designing, editing, and criticism of children’s books, foreign 


Continued on page 62 
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REGIONAL NEWS 


ADELINE CorriGAN, Associate Editor 


Wintry beginning the regional news 
of the winter 
exciting activities for children and young 
people in school and community libraries 
books, films and 
ings for holydays and holidays 
Twelfth Night to Washington’s Birthday 
storytelling programs and = exhibits 
honoring authors and illustrators, Grimm 
Perrault, Carroll, Caldecott 
Kate Greenaway, whose birthdays 


the season, 


months records a whirl of 


record 
from 


everywhere 


and Lewis 
and 
Stal 

Vernal ending .. . as March merges into 
April, leave little doubt that 
growth is taking place in the minds and 
hearts of the young people as well as in 
the natural world, What better poem to 
celebrate the mystery and magic of the 


change than Eleanor Farjeon’s, 


reports 


March, blow by 
With your stormy grey eye! 
April, run in 


With your blossom skin! 


peat 


Phe catkin is shaking 

\ powder of gold 

The daisy is breaking 

A way through the mould, 
Phe Chaffinch is taking 
Her morsel of 
The wind is making 
Phe rookery toss 


moss, 


March, goodbye 

lo your stormy grey eye! 
April, begin 

With the bloom on your chin! 


PEOPLE ... 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC ... Staff of Cam 
den Public Library, New Jersey, honored 
Sarah A. Knisell, children’s librarian, on 
jo years of service to that library. A 
golden bracelet was presented to her by 


52 


the staff, and a golden necklace by the 
Library Board of Trustees 

Spencer G. Shaw, specialist in storytell 
ing, Brooklyn P. L., New York, spoke to 
groups at the Atlanta University Library 
Book Fair, and talked at a meeting of the 
Library Section of Virginia Teachers’ As 
sociation meeting 

Carolyn W. Field, Coordinator of Work 
with Children and Jane McClure, Coordi 
nator of Work with Young Adults, spoke 
at eight School District Superintendent's 


meetings in Philadelphia about library 
services 
Sara Siebert’ was appointed Assistant 


Coordinator, Work with Young People, at 
Enoch Pratt Free Library . Regina 
Woody, author, holds meetings with high 
school students monthly in the YP Corner 
of the Free Library, Elizabeth, N. J. . . 


Florence Smith, children’s librarian, 
Kric, Pa. Public Library, gave several 
book talks to PTA and church circle 


groups in recent months .. . 


FAR WEST .. . Gladys English, nation- 
ally known as Director of Children’s Work 
in the Los Angeles Public Library from 
1930 to 1950, died after a brief illness at 
Huntington Hospital in Pasadena, in 
December. Miss English, instructor in the 
Graduate Department of Library Science, 
Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, 
was honored this past year at a dinner 
in San Diego by the Division of Work for 
Boys and Girls which she founded. Her 
sudden death was a great to the li 
brary worfd. Miss English known 
throughout the United States for leader 
ship among children’s and school librar 
ians, She will be remembered by children, 
now grown up; by young librarians, now 
experienced in the profession; by writers 
of precious first manuscripts, now famous, 
many of them; by artists humbly seeking 
an outlet for their work, now numbered 
among well-known illustrators; and_ by 
publishers starting new children’s depart- 
ments, who are now winners of prizes for 
the books. 

Gladys English was born in Oakland, a 
rare native Californian. She received her 
library training at Western Reserve, From 
her idealistic school days, she never wav- 
ered in her devotion to library work with 
children as she gained wide and various 
experiences. She worked in the Mills Col 


loss 
was 


best 
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lege Library and in the Piedmont High 
School Library, in the Alameda, Fresno 
and ‘Tuolumne County libraries and at 
A.L.A. headquarters. She worked in the 
East Cleveland Library and finally she be 
came Supervisor of Children’s Work in 
the Los Angeles Public Library. 

Following World War II Miss English 
conceived and directed the sending of 
Treasure Chests of books to the devastated 
libraries in the Pacific. Children in out 
schools gave pennies to buy books for 
schools of the Philippines, Japan and 
even as far south as Guam. ‘The books 
were transported free by the Navy and 
hundreds of donations came from pub 
lishers and writers, 

From ‘Tacoma, Washington vocational 
school station, Margaret Stapleton and 
Joan Thomas give weekly FM radio book 
reviews. . .. S. Jane Worth is known in 
city and county schools in Wenatchee, 
Washington, where she makes school visits, 
gives library instruction to visiting classes, 
tells stories, and conducts a ‘TV Story 
Time for pre-schoolers. Miss Worth, at 
the fall meeting of the Chelan County 
School District school librarians in No 
vember, gave a good recruiting talk on 
the training for library work, what the 
Regional Library has to offer, and how 
school and public 
together 


librarians can work 


Lenore Bouras, Fresno, Cal. County 
Free Library, now assists with the selec 
tion of the young adult books for county 
branches, and Constance Davis, Director 
of Children’s Work, includes young 
adults in her active program of school 
visiting . . . Mildred Selby, children’s li 
brarian, Boise, Idaho Public Library, 
spends two mornings weekly visiting 
schools, and assists school librarians with 
hook orders . . 


SOUTHEAST—SOUTHWEST .. . The 
many friends of Effie L.. Power, formerly 
Supervisor, Work with Children, Cleve 
land Public Library, and twice Chairman 
of the Children’s Section of ALA, will be 
glad to know that she is recuperating well 
after a fall which injured her hip, and 
hospitalized her for several weeks. She is 
at home in Power Cottage, Pompano 
Beach, Florida, and enjoys hearing of the 
activities of libraries through the country 

. In Columbus, Georgia, Lucile Nix, 
Chief Library Consultant for the State 


A special book for Spring 
or Easter birthdays 


WRITING & CRITICISM 
A Book for Margery Bianco 


Edited by Anne Carroll Moore 
and Bertha Mahony Miller 
Decorated by Valenti Angelo 


This tribute to a fine writer and 
critic has an essentially Spring-like 
feeling and concludes with an 
Easter story of great beauty, The 
Apple Tree by Margery Bianco. 


“A book with meaning for writers, 
for parents, for critics, and for the 
hopeful young people entering the 
professions of teaching or librarian 
ship.’—Frances Clarke Sayers. 


$3.00 


Printed in two colors. 


WATCH 
for these special issues of 
THE HORN BOOK Magazine: 
April: Poetry and Faéry were im 
plicit in the work of Elizabeth 
MacKinstry, illustrator and poct, 
celebrated in this issue. 
June: A Walter de Ja Mare issue 
with contributions from Pamela 
Bianco, Eleanor Farjeon, Herbert 
Read and others. 
Plus regular Horn Book depart 
ments and Booklist. 
Subscription: $4.50 per year 
(six issues) 
THE HORN BOOK, INC. 
585 Boylston Street 
Soston 16, Mass. 














































Department of Education, served as chair 
man of the PTA committee which de- 
veloped a study guide leaflet, planned to 
help PTA members learn about the pro 
gram of their state and local educational 
systems Ann Hornak, Supervisor, 
Juvenile Division in Houston, Texas Pub 
lic Library spoke to the ACE group in 
November on the Library’s special serv 
ices to teachers. It was a stimulating meet 
ing with a good attendance and excellent 


response 


NORTHEAST—MIDWEST . . . Mary 
Harnedy joined the staff of the Milton, 
Mass. Public Library in the new position 
of Elementary School Librarian, She will 
have charge of libraries in five elementary 
schools, Miss Harnedy formerly was on 
the school library staff of the Brookline, 
Mass., Public Library 

Pearl Johnson, young people's librarian, 
Waukegan, Illinois Public Library, was 
interviewed over a local radio station by 
a high school sophomore who conducts a 
weekly half-hour program called “Teen 
Popics;” and wrote an article on books 
for teen-age Christmas gifts for a local 


newspaper as 


CANADA .... Eleanore Donnelly, head, 
Children’s Department, London Public 
Library, was chairman of Young Canada’s 
Book Week Annabelle McKillop, 
head, Children’s Department, Windsor 
Public Library, was guest speaker at a 
meeting of the Women Teachers’ Fede1 
ation in Chatham during Book Weck .. . 
Frances Hall, on leave of absence from 
the Paddington Library, London, Eng 
land, joined the staff of the Vancouvei 


Public Library for a year Dorothy 
Metcalf is chief children’s librarian in 
Guelph . .. Under the instruction of Van 


couver librarians Isabel McTavish, Mil- 
dred Price and Sada Duncan, a course in 
“Language and Literature for Pre-School 
Children” was given at Vancouver Night 
School... 

G. Joan Perks, formerly librarian’ in 
New South Wales, Australia, was recently 
appointed the first children’s librarian of 
the Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Public Li- 
brary 


MOUNTAINS AND PLAINS .. . Bessie 


Daum, children’s librarian, Lawrence, 
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Kansas Public Library, retired in Decem- 
ber. To quote from her, “I have had a 
wonderful time with the children and my 
only regret is that old age caught up with 
me too soon to accomplish all the many 
things I should like to have done.” Her 
position at Lawrence has been taken by 
Marcelee Gralapp Blossom Randall, 
author of Fun for Chris, was a Book 
Week visitor in the children’s room of the 
Wichita, Kansas City Library. A fan letter 
received from a third grader after her 
visit read, “Thank you for showing us 
your new books. And Mrs, Randall, I had 


fun too.” 


PLACES... 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC . . . Katherine 


Sherwood, Supervisor, Education — and 
Children’s Department, Public Library, 
Newark, N. J., reports a greatly increased 
number of requests from special reading 
teachers for books suitable for remedial 
reading classes ... Mary Cashman tells us 
that 265 new teachers in the Rochester, 
N. Y. schools were guests at an Open 
House in the Main Library, and were 
greeted by the Director and introduced 
member of the 


to the city historian, a 
library staff... 
During Book Week visiting school 


groups at branch libraries in Philadel 
phia heard talks by authors Captain J. B 
Icenhower, Ruth Hepburn Protheroe, and 
Carolyn Haywood ... As part of the serv 
ices to the public schools, Viola Bourne, 
children’s librarian, Carnegie Free Li 
brary, McKeesport, Pa., conducts a series 
of class instruction in the use of the cata 
log and = reference materials. Recently 
after returning to school, a fourth grade 
class wrote about the library visit in a 
glowing way. Mrs. Bourne says that “the 
children and their reactions to the story 
hours and delight in books they borrow, 
add a sparkle and color to daily 
routine.” ... 

Virginia Hughes, Consultant, Work 
with Schools, Enoch Pratt Free Library 
Baltimore, plans with children’s librarians 
all school contacts, class visits, and book 
talks 

The Free Library of Philadelphia had 
a Book Festival, “You and Your World,” 
for young adults in November. 700 books 
of special interest to high schoolers were 
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NEWS 


FOREIGN 
CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 


@ SOLD IN SPECIAL PACKAGES to 
help librarians build an exciting 
and stimulating collection of for- 
eign language books for children. 


@ BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BOOKS 
selected by expert librarians for li- 
brary use 


@ A PROJECT SPONSORED BY ALA 


For NEW catalog and information 


WRITE TO: 


PACKAGE LIBRARY OF 
FOREIGN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


69-41 Groton Street, Forest Hills 
New York 75 





exhibited and gay pennants and_ bright 
murals filled the library with color, Au 
thors, illustrators and celebrities appeared 
after school and on Saturday mornings 
and there were three evening programs 
for parents, Door prizes were given each 
day and winners received a gift certificate 
for $5 worth of books of his own choosing. 
Gift certificates were furnished by local 
bookstores 
tained 


. . . Close cooperation is main 
between school and library in 
Easton, Pa. Library where circulation and 
registration have doubled this year . 

“Spotlight on Children’s Books,” the 
{th Annual Exhibit and Program for 
adults prepared by the Children’s Depart 
ment and ‘Teachers’ Division of Queens 
Borough Public Library, was held in the 
Special Events Center of Gertz’ depart- 
ment store, Jamaica. Books and lists to 
meet the interests of children from pre- 
school age through Junior High were 
m display. Programs planned for the 
week featured key speakers on books, 
lilms and storytelling . . . The fall joint 
Ineeting of the children’s librarians of 
Queens and Nassau Counties was a panel 
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- port 


discussion on Standards of Book Selection. 
Ihe moderator was Albert Monheit of 
Great Neck Library. Elizabeth Lockhart, 
QBPL, spoke on “Meeting the community 
needs”; Elizabeth Carroll, Oceanside Li- 
brary, “Selection of materials to meet 
school needs”; Elizabeth Miller, Westbury 
Children’s Library, “Book reviewing 
media”; and Rose L. Mincieli, QBPL, 
“Types and standards of illustrations.” 

Love for children was reflected in the 
will of Benjamin E. Block, well-known 
Norristown, Pa. merchant. A trust fund of 
$50,000 is to be established to provide ‘a 
nook or corner in the Public Library.”. . . 
Book Week was observed in Norristown 
with a story telling festival, and display of 
new children’s books. The story telling 
was in charge of Mrs. James Mifflin, 
children’s librarian, and Mrs, Lawrence 
Walker, assistant 

Schools of Williamsport, Pa. are visited 
by Margaret Sharar, children’s librarian, 
James V. Brown Library. ‘The Williams 
School Board recently showed its 
appreciation of the library by making a 
$1,000 contribution for books .. . At the 
beginning of the school year, Hazel R. 
Lubrecht, children’s librarian, Hazelton, 
Pa. Public Library, invites all schools to 
send classes to the library for instruction 
in the use of the catalogue, reference 
books and other library materials, Re 
sponse is rewarding .. . 


FAR WEST ... Authors Neta Frazier and 
Janet Graham talked to children about 
writing books in the Spokane, Wash. Pub 
lic Library during Book Week . . . Oregon 
authors of children’s books at the Book 
Fair sponsored by the Library Association 
of Portland, Oregon, included Stewart 
Holbrook, Evelyn Lampman, Eloise Mc 
Graw, William Corbin, and Mary Jane 
Carr, whose Children of the 
wagon has been produced by Walt Disney 
under the tithe “Westward Ho the 
Wagons.” .. . A modernistic, cloud-shaped 
sign, designed and executed by Marie 
Headley, Nevada Art Association, marks 
the location of the newly opened Teen 
Corner of the Washoe County Library in 
Reno, Dorothy Dalton, children’s librar 
ian, says that the teen-agers like the new 
alcove... 

Telaventure Tales, the children’s book 
program produced by Gloria Chandler, 


covered 
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was launched in Portland, Oregon in 
December. Marian Herr, Head, Children’s 
Services, Portland Public Library, reports 
that children who appear on the program 
are chosen by the children’s librarians . . . 
Alice ‘Taylor, branch librarian at Potrero 
Branch, San Francisco, Cal., tells of the 
Young Friends of the Library, a teen-age 
organization whose purpose is to perform 
volunteer services for the library and the 
community. ‘This eager group works out 
ideas with guidance from Miss ‘Laylor, 
and raised money enough for a CARE 
bookshelf for India, and new drapes for 
a library meeting room... 

The Student Library Association — of 
Northern California met in November in 
Visalia, California, ‘The group organized 
last year provides for exchange of ideas 
and experience among young library work 
ers and helps to encourage interest in li 
brarianship as a profession . . . 


SOUTHEAST ... A Book Fair im At 
lanta, Georgia was held at Inman Park 
Branch Library. It was planned by the 
librarians of three branches and school li 
brarians of the area... A special exhibit 
of books included in the Georgia Library 
“List of Recommended Books for School 
Libraries” has been arranged in the 
County School System by Cornelia Lowe, 
Director of Extension for the Marion 
Muscogee-Chattahoochee Regional Li 
brary... 

\ book order clinic and a special ex 
hibit for teachers and school librarians 
was sponsored by the Northeast Georgia 
Regional Library in Clarkesville, Georgia. 
Byrd Ivester, Director, and her staff co 
operated with the County ‘Teachers Asso 
ciation to plan the program for teachers 
and librarians .. . 

Libraries were represented in a special 
series of television programs presented by 
the State Department of Education in At 
lanta, Ga. Librarians who took part were 
Roxanna Austin and Lucile Nix, Division, 
Instructional Materials and Library Serv 
ices; Edith Foster, West Georgia Regional 
Library, Carrollton; Ethel Peerson, Flint 


River Regional Library, Griffin; and 
Maud A. Burrus, Decatur-DeKalb Re 
gional Library, Decatur, Georgia . . . Li- 


brary agencies in Cherokee County co 


operated in a week-long workshop for 
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teachers and school librarians in Canton, 
Georgia. 

An art exhibit was held in the auditor 
ium of the library in Griffin, Georgia in 
celebration of American Art Week in No- 
vember . 


Betsy Johnson, chil- 
Pexas Pub- 


SOUTHWEST... 
dren’s librarian, Fort Worth, 
lic Library, writes enthusiastically about 
the meeting of children’s and young adult 
librarians with school librarians to hear 
Dr. Kennerly of North Texas State Col. 
lege talk on “Trends in School Libraries.” 

. Oklahoma City Public Library spon- 
sors a television show ‘TAB (Talk About 
Books), that features a panel of three chil- 
dren who serve for a two month period, 
and two children who are guests for one 
meeting. Mary Ann Wentroth is the mod- 
erator, The star of the show is a hand 
puppet, Bookie, the Shelf Elf, who en- 
livens discussions with pertinent and im- 
pertinent comments 

The El Paso Public Library has Satur 
day story hours with 125-150 children, In 
December Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus from 





Children 


will enjoy 
FLYING CARGO 


‘The fascinating romance 
of air cargo service 


32 pages in four colors 
profusely illustrated 


50 cents 





NATIONAL AVIATION 

EDUCATION COUNCIL 
1025 Connecticut Ave., NW 

Washington 6, D. C. 
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one of the large department stores were 
special guests . . . In the San Antonio, 
Texas Public Library a puppet show, 
“The Five Chinese Brothers,” was _pre- 
sented by sixth graders from an elemen 
tary school, Under the direction of their 
art teacher, the class designed the ‘Thim- 
ble Theater, made scenery, puppets, and 
wrote the script The Children’s De 
partment, Dallas Public Library, reports 
continuation of its six-year-old radio pro 
gram, “Through the Library Door.” Con 
ducted by Siddie Joe Johnson, Coordina 
tor of Children’s Work, notices are sent 
through the schools to teachers, principals 
and school librarians to encourage the 
children’s listening. Individual schools are 
“saluted” each week, with three 
children from the school as guests on a 
program 

In January Mattie Ruth Moore, Con 
sultant in School Libraries, Dallas, ‘Texas, 
conducted a workshop in books and read 
ing for school librarians and teachers at 
the Public Library .. . Kim George, Con 
sultant in Children’s Reading, ‘Tulsa, 
Okla., Public Library, visits schools in 
her area weekly to acquaint children with 
the library, to tell stories and give book 
talks Phe Tulsa Library weekly TV 
show continues to be popular and to in 


two or 


terest boys and girls in the books dis 
cussed 
NORTHEAST .. .. Alice Dalgliesh, au 


thor and children’s editor, has long been 
a favorite with Boston boys and girls. On 
the occasion of the publication of her 
latest work, Ride on the wind, a retelling 
of Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis for chil 
dren, the West End Branch of the Boston 
Public Library had a special display of 
her books The Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher Children’s Book. Award, sponsored 
by the Vermont Congress of Parents and 
Teachers and the Free Public Library 
Commission, Montpelier, Vermont, “en- 
courages Vermont children to read more 
and better books, and to discriminate in 
choosing worthwhile books to read.” . 
Grace I. Farwell writes about the at 
tractive new Westwood, Mass. Public Li- 
brary. The building has a children’s wing, 
reading and reference room, and young 
people’s study area. Librarians in the 
Greater Boston area are invited to visit 
.. Claire §. Gulan, Librarian, Mansfield, 
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Mass. High School Library, gives orienta 
tion talks to incoming classes and has an 
active Library Service Club, composed of 
student helpers . Milton, Mass. Public 
Library opened a new Children’s Room 
in East Milton Branch last fall. Sylvia 
Watson is in charge Children of 
Boston’s West End look forward to the 
annual exhibit of the year’s finest juvenile 
books at the West End Branch of the 
Boston, Mass. Public Library. This year’s 
display featured original works of current 
illustrators of children’s books 


MIDWEST .. . “Children’s Books,” an 
annotated list of 118 of the most out 
standing books published for children in 
1956 and suggested for holiday gifts was 
compiled by the Children’s Department of 
the Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County. The list was mailed to 
key people in the area and widely distrib 
uted throughout the city and county 

Taylor Memorial Library, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, held a memorable open house 
for ninth grade students when over 400 
heard a book talk by the young people's 
librarian, and were introduced to the 
adult department of the library ... Holla 
day House in Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
its student council, have been humming 
with activity. There have been discussion 
meetings about the U. N., and 
creative writing 





novels, 


CANADA .. . Canadian Association of 
Children’s Librarians voted the medal for 
the outstanding book of 1955 to Glooskap’s 
Country, by Cyrus Macmillan .. . Oshawa 
has an arrangement with the Board of 
Education by which all the public schools 
in the city send 4th, 5th and 6th graders 
to the library once every four weeks . . 
Supervisors of Art in Oshawa and Wind 
sor helped libraries celebrate Book Weck. 
Seminole Branch in Windsor 
rated with posters representing book titles. 
School corridors in the city were decorated 
with life-size illustrations of characters 
from children’s books In Brantford, 
School Art Supervisors arrange continuous 
exhibits for the bulletin boards in the 
Public Library 

Windsor had its third annual Parents’ 
Night at Sandwich Branch, where Gladys 
Mitchell is librarian Brantford and 
Windsor have regular visits from “Oppor- 
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tunity Classes,” slow learners, who pai 
ticularly enjoy Story Records . . . 


MOUNTAINS AND PLAINS ... The 
Lawrence, Kansas Public Schools, the 
PTA and the Public Library gave a 
luncheon to honor Marguerite Henry 
when she received the fourth William 
Allen White medal ... At the Public Li 
brary, Sioux Falls, S. Dak., Helen Neary, 
children’s librarian, and Catherine Schoen 
mann, young people’s librarian, work 
closely with the school libraries in theit 
area 

Rural school children and their teachers 
come regularly to the Saturday Library 
Hour in Cooperstown, North Dakota . . . 
In Glen Ullin, North Dakota, book stacks 
were built for the new library by mem 
bers of the Future Farmers Organization 


- 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
PARAGON BINDINGS 


s. readv! (400 titles) 
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t 3 grade level 


s 


IDEAS... 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC... Mabel Berry, 
Specialist, Work with Schools, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., conducted some inservice workshops 
with teacher groups and pointed up the 
value of the trade book in the child's 
reading program 

Rita Darin, children’s librarian, Hol 
lins Street Branch, Enoch Pratt Free Li 
brary, gave a successful book talk to fifth 
graders, using The whittling book, Fun 
with ventriloquism, The tiny man, Pinoc 
chio, and the story of the Trojan Horse 
She reported a gratifying interest in books 
of mythology as a result 

Members of the Board, Presidents and 
Chairmen of Library Committees of the 
Home and School Associations, attended a 
tea at the Central Library of Philadelphia 
Emerson Greenaway, Director, spoke to 
the group. It was a first visit for many of 
the parents who were most enthusiasti¢ 
about the library and its resources . . 
The Parent Teachers’ Room in Philadel 
phia’s Central Library has a new collec 
tion of original illustrations by well 
known local artists. ‘There are drawings 
by Marguerite De Angeli, Katharine Mil 
hous, Carolyn Haywood and Beth and 
Joe Krush 

In Easton, Pa., the Library sponsored 
a contest in the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
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NEWS 


UNTTIN 


OFFERS COMPLETE SERVICE 
TO HELP YOU SAVE!! 


y Book-Any Publisher -Any Binding 
SCREENING SERVICE 


Saves Binding Costs 
PLASTI-KLEER* & MYLAR** JACKETS 


Increase Your Circulation 


HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
Beautiful and Durable 


HUNTTING ECONOMY BINDING 
Thrifty but Lasting 


BOOK FAIRS & BOOK EXHIBITS 
Profit for You 


STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG 
11,000 Titles — All Major Publishers — Wilson 
Card Availability Indicated — Commenda- 
tions of Library Authorities 


PREBOUND PRIMERS & READERS 
Books in Series 
Reluctant Reader Material 


SPRING & FALL JUVENILE CATALOGS 
MONTHLY ADULT LISTS 


iormation and Catalogs FREE on Request 


HE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 


29 Worthington St. 
Springfield 3, Mass. 
Over a Half Century 
Serving Libraries and Schools 


"Trademark of Bro-Dart Industries, Inc. 
tademark of E. 1. DuPont De Nemours & Co. 


grades during Book Week. Fourth graders 
wrote short essays on books, fifth made 
character and sixth drew. scenes 
from books. Entries were exhibited in the 
Children’s Room and_ book 
awarded ... 


dolls, 


prizes 


FAR WEST ... The new bookmobile of 
the Pocatello Public Library was on dis 
play at the meeting of the District Teach- 
ers Convention, in the interest of Library 
Development in Idaho . . . Signs in the 
Tacoma, Wash. Young Adult room are 
made of brown mystic tape with white 
lettering . . . Lilian Speer, head, School 
Department, San Bernardino County Li 
brary, arranges books by units, making 
for greater speed and efficiency in the use 
of materials by librarians and teachers . . . 


SOUTHEAST ... The Editor’s question 
“How do you help children and young 
people who come to your library with 
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school assignments in local — history,” 
brought note of Aberdeen, Mississippi's 
lively local history program, from Lucille 
Peacock, Librarian, Evans Memorial Li 
brary. “Each fall our display case is filled 
with items pertaining to the town’s early 
days. Robert Gordon, a Scottish jeweler, 
purchased in 1836 from the Chickasaw 
Indians the land on which our community 
is built and formed a syndicate for the 
town’s creation. 

Each year our library donor's memory 
is honored on his birthday by observing 
it as Local History Preservation Day. 
Open House is held at the library so 
visitors may see the displays and _ latest 
contributions, Each year our supply grows 
and— our young people are growing up 
conscious of the rich historical heritage 
which is theirs in the Magnolia State. 


SQUTHWEST .. . Early in November 
Marie Perrenot, Head, Children’s Dept., 
San Antonio Public Library, invited ele- 
meniary schools to display posters on the 
general theme of the value of books and 
reading in the library. ‘The response was 
good and many fine posters were received 

. School and public library interrela 
tionships may be fostered in many differ 
ent ways. At the East Baton Rouge Parish 
Library, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, empha 
sis is placed on individual rather than 
group use of the library. Recently, one 
school tried a method which met with 
great success. A teacher divided her class 
into groups of from six to ten, She sent a 
note to parents explaining that she wished 
students to make a library visit and in 
vited parents to escort one group. Such 
action gave parents a feeling of participa 
tion in the school curriculum and in 
creased the importance of the project. 
With such a small number, the librarian 
was able to give each child individual at 
tention, and the response from children 
and the parents was satisfying .. . 

A rotating library exhibit of school 
children’s art work is sponsored by the 
Library Children’s Department and Art 
Department of Public Schools in Dallas, 
Texas . 


NORTHEAST - Good news is that 
Katherine P. Jeffery, Children and Young 


People’s Librarian at the Milton, Mass. 


59 











Continued from page 17 

Our division also had representation at several other meetings, At the 
request of Mrs, Loleta D. Fyan, Chairman of the Coordinating Commit- 
tee for the Library Services Act, we sent two representatives to a meeting 
“to determine what activities need to be undertaken in relation to the 
federal act, and which divisions or committees should carry these activi- 
ties."” We were glad to participate in this important discussion. 

Your chairman, who represents CLA on the Conference Program 
Committee, attended an informal discussion of plans for the Kansas City 
Conference. It was good to have an opportunity for an exchange of ideas 
and to see the interest and variety of programs which are being arranged. 
These will be listed in the ALA Bulletin soon. 

The highlight for CLA members will be the Newbery-Caldecott 
awards banquet which will be held ‘Tuesday evening, June 25th. ‘This 
year will see the twentieth presentation of the Caldecott medal. It is inter- 
esting that the very first Caldecott award was made to Dorothy Lathrop 
in Kansas City. We hope to make the goth Caldecott and the 36th New- 
bery Awards a truly gala presentation. Plan now to be there. The 1957 
ALA Conference is an important one for all of us. 


Public Library, will conduct a 10-week in 
service training program on library serv 
ice to children and young people for li | 
brarians and library assistants of small 
and medium-sized libraries. There will be 
no charge. The series is underwritten by 

Massachusetts Library Aid Associa 


the 
tion, a “Friends of the Library” group @ SAVE MONEY ON THE 
PURCHASE PRICE 


at State level. The course is not offered 
for academic credit but will serve as a @ SAVE TIME MAKING SELECTIONS 
@ SAVE TIME MAKING ORDERS 


basis for vocational upgrading in a library 
system, Subjects to be covered are book 
selection, reading guidance, publicity, @ SAVE MORE MONEY BY GETTING 
\ - “BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND” 
PRE-BOUND BOOKS r 






story hours, reference work with children 
and young people . . . The Department 
of Alice Howard, Consultant, School Li 

brary and Public Library, Work with NEW 1957 SELECTIONS 
Children and Young People in Massachu by Favorite Authors 
setts, has started “Random Notes to 

School Libraries,” a mimeographed leaflet NOW BEING OFFERED 
containing Tips to Busy School Librar 


o 
ians. Included is a bibliography of books Join THE BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND 
suitable for curriculum use. In addition, PREBOUND BOOK CLUB TODAY 


the Department is building up a ‘Talent 
Service, Children’s librarians in the state SEND FOR LITERATURE 


have been round-robined — in mimeo NIEvaMIEgnno c= Fradey te 


graphed letter asking that they check and 
return one or more “talent” listed. If Y— Manutacturers. of 

, - ; ‘ **BOUND- Yo. STAY-BOUND'’ PREBOUND BOOKS 
enough librarians send in checked lists, Jacksonville, Iinois 
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then other librarians who write in and 
say “Can you suggest * will receive in 
return the reply that such and such a 
librarian is eager to tell stories, or put on 
a puppet show. Mrs, Howard is planning 
with Madelyn R. Wankmiller, Supervisor, 
Work with Children, Worcester, Mass. 
Free Public Library, and Helen R. Groves, 
Librarian, Hudson, Mass. Public Library, 
a two-day workshop in work with chil 
dren and young people. ‘Topics are story 
telling, reference work, publicity, and 
book selection, This is planned as the first 
of a series 


MIDWEST .. . 
School Library in Cleveland: Heights, 
Ohio had an eye-catching exhibit, ar 
ranged by Winifred Machan, Librarian. 
A group of old text books borrowed from 
Western Reserve University’s Library was 
displayed with recently published books 
for school use. Jedediah Morse’s Elements 
of geography printed by I. Thomas in 
Boston in 1798 was set against the Ham 
mond’s Illustrated Atlas for young people; 
Jane Taylor’s Primary lessons on phy 
siology, revised edition of 1848 was set 
with the text, You; and Stoddard’s Intel 
lectual arithmetic c1849 with a 1956 arith- 
metic... 

The Children’s Department, Public Li 
brary of Cincinnati and Hamilton County 
had a concert in lieu of the regular Sat 
urday afternoon story hour. ‘Two young 
musicians, a pianist and cellist performed 
Beethoven variations on a theme by Mo 
wart for a very enthusiastic audience. 
Throughout January books on music and 
musical instruments were displayed and a 
listening table and a specially selected 
collection of records was borrowed from 
the Films and Recordings Department for 
the young patrons’ listening pleasure . 
The Decatur, Hlinois Public Library has 
an outstanding record of work with the 
schools. Classes visit the Youth Room for 
instruction, bibliographical work, book 
talks, and browsing. Evelyn Walker is 
youth librarian . Phe Decatur Library 
Youth Council continued its music ap 
preciation series, both over the radio and 
in the library. Council meetings have con 
tinued to accent international friendship, 
with talks by travelers, foreign exchange 
students, and students who had spent the 


MARCH 1957 


Taylor Elementary 


summer abroad on an exchange 
gram 

The Ohio Public Library 
and the Lakewood High School Library 
co-featured a display of books on college, 
including a book list, in connection with 
a five-high school College Night in which 
representatives from 125 colleges and uni 
versities met with prospective students 
and their parents Radio stations in 
a number of Illinois cities have given 
time for spot announcements designed to 


recruit librarians 


pro- 


Lakewood, 


school 


CANADA... 


sociation, 


The Ontario Library As 
Children’s Librarians’ Section, 
appointed an Advisory Committee on 
Children’s Reading in 1956. Function of 


the group is to advise on the requests 
which come to the section about chil 
dren’s books and reading. Elinor Kelly, 


Committee Chairman, arranged for a set 
ies of articles in the Educational Courier, 
organ of the Ontario 
tions. Librarians Alice 
Rita Vansickle, St, Eleanor 
Donnelly, London and Annabelle Mc 
Killop, Windsor, have contributed arti 


Teachers Associa 


Kane, 


Catharine, 


Doronto, 


cles 

In Vancouver, a Book Quiz highlights 
the program for Book Week each Novem 
ber. In cooperation with the Public Li 
brary, clementary school librarians choose 
a team of five children to represent their 
school at the library's quiz sessions 

During Book Week, the staff of 
Westmount, Quebec Public Library 
the school librarians of Westmount and 
Montreal High Schools wrote book re 
views for the Montreal Gazette, as a guide 
to parents’ Christmas shopping The 
Junior Chamber of Commerce in Windsor 
donated money to buy book prizes for the 
winners of the final Young Canada’s Book 
Week quiz contest A “live” radio pro 
gram broadcast from the children’s 
room of the Regional Headquarters at 
Prince Albert as a feature of Book Week, 
writes Librarian Grace Campbell 


the 
and 


was 


MOUNTAINS AND PLAINS Three 
talks on storytelling were given for Blue 
bird Leader ‘Training sessions by the Chil 
dren’s Department staff of the Wichita, 
Kansas City Library . .. In Hays, Kansas 


the Public Library loans books to schools 
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Continued from page 54 


children’s books and magazines for children, story telling, training ol 
children’s librarians, administration of library service to boys and girls, 
and the relationships between publishers, book sellers, and librarians. A 
contribution towards a bibliography of Anne Carroll Moore closes the 
volume. ‘These essays appeared as the November-December issue of the 
NYPL Bulletin, and were reprinted, with a title page and cover designed 
by Valenti Angelo, as Reading without Boundaries (NYPL, $1.00), 

The last occasion for celebration was the St. Nicholas Eve opea 
house in the Central Children’s Room. Miss Moore read an old story laid 
in the Central Children’s Room and recalled some of the former staff 
members who had worked there. ‘The traditional lighting of the candles 
brought to a close this mecting and the anniversary year. 


to help supplement inadequate book col 
lections in new school buildings . 

In Wichita, the Children’s Librarian 
and the Coordinator of Elementary School 
Libraries are co-chairmen of Reading and 
Library Service on the Wichita Council. 
School and public library news, activities, 
booklists, go into each issue of the PTA 
Council monthly publication and to each 
of the 7o Reading and Library Service 
chairmen in the elementary schools, Li 
brary materials are displayed at every 
council meeting. In the fall three schools 
joined together for a PTA course in chil 
dren’s books given by the children’s li 
brarian 

Phanks to Frances Sullivan, Head, Chil 
dren’s Department, Wichita, Kansas for 
this suggestion. “A Cub Scout leader’s 
program notebook can be worth its weight 
in gold to any library besieged each 
month by Cub Scout leaders looking for 
material on the monthly theme, They may 
be purchased for a very small sum from 
your local Boy Scout office.” 

In Park River, North Dakota, a book 
display was placed in a bank building and 
a desk furnished for library registration 
. .. Backle, North Dakota sponsored a Li 
brary Benefit Circus in 17 acts, complete 
with ringmaster and clowns. Chief actors 
were the tiny tots who attended Story 
Hour, the Hobby and Craft Hour boys 
and girls, and the Boy Scouts and 4-H 
girls 
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HAWAIL... Hawaii Library Association 
mectings were held on November 16 and 
17 to permit librarians from other islands 
to participate in Honolulu’s first Book 
Fair. A demonstration program planned 
by Children’s Chairman, Mrs. 
George Fung, on “Pools and ‘Techniques 
of Work with Children” included a sha 
dow puppet play, produced by children 
under the direction of Harry Wong; a 
demonstration of films and recordings by 
Susan ‘Taylor, Cynthia Geiser, and Lou 
etta Kuhns; a book talk by Lucinda Smith 
King; and storytelling by Margaret Gray 
and Gail Portwood, Author Jean Lee 
latham, came for the Festival of 
Books, spoke at a dinner meeting an 
there was a panel discussion on ways in 
which the Library Services Act would af 
fect Island libraries. Carolyn Crawford, 
Assistant Professor, University of Hawaii, 
is Program Chairman of the H.L.A. ... 


Section 


who 


Winning Slogan 


“Explore with Books” is the winning slo 
gan in the Children’s Book Council's re 
cent contest. It was submitted by Mrs. 
Susan Huff of Athéns, Ga., who is a stu- 
dent majoring in elementary education at 
the University of Georgia. 

In this geophysical year, the slogan was 
considered particularly appropriate. Chil 
dren’s Book Week 1957 is November 17-23- 
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d Houghton Mifflin 
Spring Books 


d FAINT GEORGE 
fl by Robert Barry. A very funny solution to the serious business of over- 
ai powering dragons. Ages4-8 $2.50 Trade $3.25 G.S.L.B. 


I WISH, I WISH 


by Lisl Weil. Two secret wishes come true in the old-world city of 
Florence. Ages 3-8 $2.50 Trade $3.25 G.S.L.B. 


FAIRWATER 
- by Alastair Reid. An enchanting fairy tale about the golden and green 
nd island of Fairwater and the spell that broke a terrible curse. Illus. by 
- Walter Lorraine. Ages 7-11 $2.50 Trade $3.25 G.S.L.B. 
* THORNTREE MEADOWS 
Ars. by Roger Nett. A reflective hippopotamus, an inquisitive pig, and a 
ues cautious aardvark pursue an eventful year in the wide and idyllic ex- 
ha panse of Thorntree Meadows. Ages 8-12 $2.50 
ren 
a TRULY ELIZABETH 
pe by Edna S. Weiss. An unspoiled and impulsive farm girl adjusts to 
Ou 7 . . . . ° 
‘ith New York city life in a series of humorous and touching escapades. 
ray Illus. by Beth Krush. Ages 7-10 $2.50 
bee FROM THE FURY OF THE NORTHMEN and Other Stories that 
and Shaped Our Destiny in 8th to 19th Century England 
s in by Rhoda Power. Told by an imagined person who might have been a 
1 af part of the dramatic, tragic, or humorous event described. Illus. by 
_ Pauline Baynes. Ages 11-14 $3.00 
wall, 


SEA TREASURE, A Guide to Shell Collecting 


by Kathleen Yerger Johnstone. A stimulating and informative intro- 
duction to sea shells and the amazing creatures that inhabit them. 
Many full color plates. Illus. by Rudolf Freund and René Martin. 
z slo All ages $4.00 
"s re 
Mrs. < 
a Stu 
on at : 
illustrations from 
H.M.Co. ¥, Thorntree Meadows 


n was 
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“¢ 
Tue true harvest of my daily life is somewhat as intangible and indescribable 
as the tints of morning or evening. It is a little stardust caught, a segment of 
the rainbow which I have clutched.”—Henry David Thoreau, ‘Walden’ 


These lines have a particular significance for us. But what parallel canwe 
find between the daily harvest of a 19th-century philosopher beside a quiet 
New England pond and a 20th-century publisher in thunderous Manhattan? 
Our harvest — books for young readers —is surely both tangible and de- 
+ scribable, as we can demonstrate: 


A CHILIDPS BOOK 
OF DREAMS 
Beatrice Schenk de Regniers. Drawings by Bill 
Sokol. The lovely absurdities of a child’s dream 
world fill this unusual book. Imaginative draw- 
ings by a fine artist. Ages 4-8. February. $2.25 


THE THREE 
BILLY GOATS GRUFF 
Pictures by Marcia Brown. A Caldecott Award- 
winning artist catches the very essence of this 


well-loved folk tale. Ages 4-8. February. $3.00 


THE 
GOOD-FOR-NOTHINGS 
Hans Fischer and the Grimm Brothers. An 
amusing tale of Chanticleer and Partlet, with 
pictures by an artist of international reputa- 
tion. Ages 4-8. February. $2.75 


HORTENSE, 

THE COW FOR A QUEEN 
Natalie Savage Carlson. Illustrated by Nicolas 
Mordvinoff. Rollicking humor distinguishes this 
tall tale and Nicolas’ interpretive drawings for 
it. Ages 6-10. March. $2.75 


BITSY 
Sally Scott. Illustrated by Beth Ktush. For be- 
ginning-to-read children, this appealing story 
of a Siamese kitten makes an ideal book. Ages 
6-10. April. $2.25 


TIGER’S CHANCE 
Jan Henry. Illustrated by Hilary Knight. A 
magic journey on which Rajah, the beautiful 
tiger rug, takes Jennifer is described with skill 
and humor. Ages 6-10. March. $2.75 


GONEZ-AWAY LAKE 
Elizabeth Enright. Illustrated by Beth and Joe 
Krush. A gifted writer again creates unforget- 
table characters and vivid scenes of high ad- 


venture in this story of an exciting vacation. 
Ages 8-12. April. $3.00 


THE HAT-SHAKING 
DANCES: 

And Other Tales from the Gold Coast 
Harold Courlander with Albert Kofi Prempeh. 
Illustrated by Enrico Arno. A collection of wise 
and humorous folk tales, strikingly illustrated. 
Ages 8-12. Ready. $2.95 


MAGIC BY THE LAKE 
Edward Eager. Illustrated by N. M. Bodecker. 
The four children so well loved by readers of 
Half Magic embark on a new series of magic 
adventures. Ages 8-12. April. $2.95 


FLAMING ARROWS 
William O. Steele. Illustrated by Paul Galdone. 
In this dramatic story Chad Rabun — a frontier 
boy in Tennessee — learns the importance of 
tolerance and fair play. Ages 8-12. April. $2.75 


BLUE MYSTERY 
Margot Benary-Isbert. Illustrated by Enrico 
Arno. Annegret helps to recover a valuable 
plant stolen from her father’s nursery in this 
unusual story. Ages 9-12. April. $2.95 


SUN, EARTH, AND MAN 
George P. and Eunice S. Bischof. Illustrated by 
Jere Donovan and with photographs. A simple 
account of the universe, of man’s relationship 
to his environment and his responsibilities in 
our atomic age. Ages 10 up. Ready. $2.75 


THE WILD ANGEL 
E. C. Spykman. The sometimes dangerous, often 
wildly funny, but always intensely individual 
situations in which the Cares children find 
themselves make a memorable book. Ages 10-14, 
April. $2.75 


PATCH 
C. H. Frick. This is another exceptional sports 
story — this time of high school track — by the 
author of Tourney Team and Five Against the 
Odds. Ages 12 up. March. $2.75 


And yet these descriptions must fail to reveal the full richness of the language 
and art in these books. They have been published in the belief that there is 
in each something additional — perhaps intangible, indescribable — some- € 
thing that Thoreau called “a segment of the rainbow, a little stardust caught.” 


HARCOURT, BRACE AND COMPANY 











CALLING ATTENTION ‘TO 


Selected by an AYPL Committee: MARGARET Harr, Publi Library, 
Kansas City, Mo.; GEorrrey WILSON, Free Library of Philadelphia, 
Pa.; DorotTHy LAwSson, Indianapolis Public Library, Ind.; Chairman 


Bertram, J. de S. “Books ‘Vo Promote Insights Into Family-Life Prob 
lems.” The English Journal, Vol. XLV (November 1956) p. 447-482 


he author lists and discusses fourteen stories of young people which she sug 


gests to help the adolescent identify himself with the larger world 


Koenig, FE. W. “Books and TV.” Parents Magazine, Vol. XXXII (Novem 
ber 1956) p OS-+ 


A list of books related to TV programs. Most of them are for children while 


some are for teen-agers 


Scoggin, M. C. “Radio’s Young Book Reviewers.” Junior Libraries, Vol 
BS g 
3 (October 15, 1950) p $4 ROH 
his very successful and outstanding radio program broadcasting weekly from 
Station WMCA New York, is starting its eleventh year under the direction of 


Miss Scoggin. ‘The author's comments and suggestions are both interesting and 


helpful, especially to anyone thinking of producing a radio program 


“The ‘Teen-Ager Likes ‘To Laugh.” Saturday Review, Vol 
XXXIX (November 17, 1956) p. 68-70 
Given a choice between the grim and gay they (teen-agers) always take first the 


books that make them laugh.’ Miss Scoggin lists and discusses books of humor 


which she has found to be popular with teen-agers 


“What Makes a Book Talk Good?” Junior Libraries, Vol. 3 (October 15, 
1956) p. 78-82. 
Che subtitle is: “A symposium on the planning of a book-talk series as it 1s 


done in some of the major libraries.” 


Toronto Public Libraries. Circulation Division. ‘Books for Youth; a 
Guide for Teen-Age Readers”; ed. by Margaret Armstrong [and 
others] Felicy Ludlow, convener, 2d ed. 1956. 


A 124-page printed pamphlet lists about nine hundred books which were care 
fully selected by a committee of ‘Toronto librarians as a reading guide for older 
boys and girls with diversified tastes and backgrounds. Entries with bibliographic 
information, are annotated. The arrangement under fourteen subject headings 
is alphabetically by author. An author-title index is provided. The price is $1.00 


postpaid 





Britannica Junior 


425 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE © CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT 


Dear Friend: 
THE BEST STUDENTS ARE “FROM MISSOURI” 


[t may be gratifying to some teachers when the student accepts 
preceptorial pronouncements as “gospel.” 


But the young boy or girl who doubts, who challenges, who seeks verification 
displays the type of mind that is a joy to help form. 


This difference in mental attitude sharply parallels the difference in 
elementary reference works. 


There is the child’s encyclopaedia of some years back that requires the 
teacher to help interpret the reference material. 


There is the new day junior encyclopaedia, Britannica Junior, edited so th 
child can use it with a minimum of help from the teacher or librarian. 


Britannica Junior stimulates the doubting, wondering child to seek and fir 
It is not a reiteration by the teacher. It is a self-propelled search for 

facts, the discovery of the information and the aeceptance of the 

statement of undisputed authority. 


Sincerely, 


John R. Rowe 


Educational Director 





